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by Phyllis Rodin 


Women of the Valley be forewarned. 
A Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come 
hovers not only over the Valley, but 
over the nation and the planet. Men 
who are of women born...mothers’ 
sons, wives’ husbands, children of fath- 
ers and of mothers on both sides of the 
Atlantic and the Pacific...are conspiring 
to terminate the human species. And all 
of us are involved in one way and 
another in this macabre process. Whe- 
ther we moan or condone, accede by 
ignoring, or profit from the holocaust, 
we aid and abet the military that are so 
far into their world-destruct games 
the combined forces of all people of 
good will can be hard put to prevent 
the tragic end of the human experi- 


ment...unless there is a sizable input of - 


positive female energy. 

November 21st, prime viewing time, 
Sunday night at 8, fifty million Ameri- 
cans saw what could happen to a town 
in the breadbasket of the USA, should 
there be a nuclear war. ABC-TV took 
social responsibility and presented 
THE DAY AFTER which kept back very 
little of the reality of what could 
happen in the event of a nuclear 
conflict. Next day, Helen Caldicott, the 
gynecologist who took several years 
from the pursuit of her career to warn 
the women of this world about the 


‘dangers of nuclear war who was 


LISTENING TO THE 


by Kibpy Phelps 
In a conference on activism and so- 
cial change entitled “The Sixties 
Speaks to the Eighties” that took place 
at the University of Massachusetts an 
Oct. 22, several of the main activists 0 
the Civil Rights movement gathered 
together to show how the achieve- 
ments of the sixties have passed on to 
today and that people are still doing 
Work. The conference was organized 
by members of the Dept. of the Afro- 
erican Studies, the Social Thought 
and Political Economy Program, and 
© Women’s Studies Program from U. 
Ss, This cooperative organizing was 
“emplified in the theory of the “Belov- 
h Community” and the organizers 
ore that it was a stage in a continuing 
att of five college and inter-disci- 
eey 8roups to provide a forum for 
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not invited to appear on the panel after 
the two and a half hour broadcast, 
warned in a column in the USA TODAY 
that “after seeing the film you will feel 
acutely uncomfortable. Until now, 

most of us have felt vaguely uneasy as 
we contemplated nuclear war, but we 
managed to suppress the incipient real- 
ity that it could occur any day by 


Vp Sony 


Phat 3 = a _—_ 


accident or by design...Nuclear war 
means more than individual death. It 
signals the end of the concept of im- 
mortality. “People generally feel that 
through their children they leave some 


thinkers and activists. 

This event made connections be- 
tween activism of the sixties and the 
present most visible recently in the 
marches against U.S. medium range 
missiles to be deployed in Europe at 
the end of this year. In showing why 
and how the movements of the sixties 
took place, the participants discussed 
what they thought their successes and 
failures were. The conference explored 
the roots of activism by focusing initial- 
ly on the Civil Rights movement, stres- 
sed the central role of black people in 
earlier struggles and traced the devel- 

nt of the New Left and the Wo- 
a Liberation movement. Move- 
ee born out of thin air but 
ments are not DOF 


depend heavily 0 
fore. The assessmen 
in the sixties and seven 


ts of what they did 
ties also helped 


five-day 


five-day Peace Encampment, Anihersé ( 


n what has gone be- . 
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thing of themselves. Through children, 
people create the future. 


And so it was that through a child I 
could see more clearly what was hap- 
pening in our world today. It was 
at the beginning of November ina pup 
tent set up on Amherst Commons for a 
vigil by the Women’s Pente 


>» 


Photo by Karen Sdrceitzer} 


gon Action and thePeople for a Nuclear 
Free World that Georgia, who is all of 
six, asked me to play ‘pretend’. It took 
but an instant for us to transform the 
cold, clammy pup tent into a cosy, 


to make a better evaluation of where 
we are in the eighties. Social move- 
ments are derived not just from think- 
ing about social ills but from actions 
taken to remedy them. 

The idea for this conference grew out 
of a concern that much of the history of 
the Civil Rights, the New Left and the 
women’s movement has not been re- 
corded, integrated or even articulated, 
In order to understand ourselves and 
the present, we have to understand 
history. However, much of the true 
story has been intentionally obscur- 
ed because our nation was founded on 
racism...and classism. 

- In an interview with two of the ori- 
ginators of this event, Arlene Avakian 
and Sara Lennox, one of the reasons 
Stated for putting on the conference 
was to celebrate a period that is lost to 
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me 
a 


warm room that contrasted sharply 
with the bleak, windy day, threatening 
rain. The walls had to be golden brown 
like the leaves the wind swished round 
the tent in a wild autumnal dance. 
Georgia shared with me a walk along a 
pretty gurgling brook through lush fall 
woods at the foot of rolling hills. We 
listened for birds and dug for roots and 
stones, putting ourselves in touch with 
the Goddess, sharing the bounty of the 

Earth, our mother. We fashioned a 

garland of paper that became a crown 

of late blue-blue cornflowers, braided 
with the green stems of white Queen 

Anne’s lace, intertwined with yellow 

tanzy to match her silky, flaxen hairo 
As I crowned her sovereign of all this 
precious beauty, she said, wistfully, “I 
made a bet with myself you’d never 
keep our appointment.” Hurt that she 
hadn’t believed in me, I said, “But I 
promised.” She looked at me,through 
me and then past us both into the 
wellspring of our fantasy. Tears mag- 
nified her eyes. “It wasn’t you,”she 
whispered. “It was them and their dirty 
Nukes...1 was scared we wouldn't be 
here, not any of us...not any more...” I 
reached to gather her into my arms for. 
creature comfort . 

That way she couldn't see the tears in 
my Own eyes. 

Oh, how sad, that any child in 
any country should have to fear such 
stupidity! See Greetings, p. 7 
60's 
us as a people, a period of belief. They 
expressed their concern for the youth 
of today, saying that the students of the 
vighties do not believe in social change 
in a gut way because they have not 
experienced their power. This inability 
to believe in that Power over the future 
was demonstrated when a young man 
in the audience said, “In the sixties you 
had demographics on your side. I’m 
nineteen and my generation doesn’t 
vote.” But the activists from the sixties 
continued to pull the line of history up 
pote tht cone eS mug Ut 
fink ienipoeee, ed or blacks have 
ect en Rape on Washington 
es ae ing Martin Luther King’s 
Farmer, fo Wa eit. James 

, ounder of CORE, an inspira- 


see Listening, page 7 


Dear Wimmin: 


Dear Friends, ; 
Few new people wrote me this 
month, so the usefulness of my own 
letter seems atan end. Thatis especially 
evident in the face of the 4 ee 
negative) my letter seems to be pro- 
pike ie afraid I do not understand 
why my questions and those of women 
who have written me should threaten 
anyone who is female. I do understand 
why a man might wonder at or be 
angered by my reaching outtowomen , 
who might share my views, but I had 
expected more of women. Still, I will 
not let one published letter get in the 
way of the purpose of my search. 
Sincere women may still reach me by 
mail (ISO, c/o VWV, P.O. Box 392, 
Northampton, 01061), but they must 


I was arrested in Jan. of 83 and was Dear VWV: 


taken to court for ist degree murder. 
My dear friend Gina Sindon is now 
gone. I had nothing to do with her 
death. Just what kind of law system do 
we have? They took an innocent wo- 
man out of her home and accused her 
for the death of her dearest friend. 
Then, the so called system of law locks 
me in a mental institution for eight 
months. I was forced four kinds of 
drugs. Now I am in the maximum 
security unit of Framingham prison. 
When Iarrived at Framingham they did 
not tell me I was going to the Maximum 
Security Unit. The next day I was told 
by the social worker that it was because 
it was overcrowded in the awaiting trial 


Here I am, in my first year at Lewis | 
and Clarke College in Portlang | 
Oregon, taking partin the peace activi-- | 
ties on campus. 

I miss you and it made me sa 
think that you would stop eee 
monthly. I looked forward to cart 
issue, every month, and it has made me 
very happy to learn that women have | 
come to the rescue and that you will 
continue to appear regularly. 

Here’s a picture of some ofthe peace __ 
work going on here: 

Nearly 3,000 people atten | 
Portland rally ta ee NATO | 
Scheduled deployment of Pershing 
missiles to England. We walked thry | 
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unit and I would be transferred out of 
the max. unit in a day. It has now been 
one month and I am still in the Ma- 
ximum Security Unit. I have caused no 
problems for the staff or inmates. I am 
not a security risk. I have come to 
honestly believe that because I am a 
lesbian I am being held in the Maxi- 
mum Security Unit. The administration 
entertains the belief that lesbian rela- 
tionships are negative and sick, there- 
fore constituting a threat to the smooth 
operation of their prison system, This 
just shows again that the law system is 
wrong. I also wonder if I am being 
accused of my friend’s death because I 
am a lesbian? Just what is to happen to 
me? What about the murderer of Gina 
Sindoni? Will he harm other lesbians as 


_ he harmed Gina? I have not gone to 


trial yet, there is no present court date. I 
need the support of the lesbian com- 
munity. What is to be done? 

In Sisterhood, 


let me know how to reach them back, if 


they want an answer. 
Iso 


Dear Deborah Stein: 


It disturbs me greatly that you have 
adopted such an attitude towards the 
“Lesbian Constitution”! I was offended 
by the statement that one similar to Iso 
could “...Never be a lesbian even if she 
took lessons from Adrienne Rich her- 
self.” However, I willattempt to contain 


my fury. 


I, Deborah, am a lesbian. A practicing 
lesbian. For years I knew and accepted 
it, but was too weak to break the line 
into what society labels “deviant sexu- 
ality. You, yourself must have experi- 
enced a great deal of emotional strain 
after having shared with your first 
lover. | might add, I entirely doubt that 


you had women lovers who you intro- 
duced to the family at Thanksgiving 


downtown Portland to Waterfront Park 
and I sang to them in between speeches 
It was thrilling to feel our power. 
Times are tough and they're getting 
to be really serious; but you know, | 
used to talk as if there was “going to be” 
as if we were “coming upon” an evolu- 
tionary turning point, a revolution of 
minds and hearts. But what I'm grow- 
ing to realize is that we are in an 
evolutionary turning point. It has not 
climaxed, but it is happening, now. 


The oppressed are joining together! 
Moral consciences are developing. 
Some are challenged. Truly”’The times, 
they are a-changin’!!!”. And I'm a-learn- 
ing how. The most important thing | 
can do is be a weed in a sea of positive 
light, letting it flow in and out of me. For 


every time we discuss the heavy hap- 
penings, the latest weapon passed by 


Wilce (coordinator), Maria Y Gena Spero dinner. My point is this: it is difficult to Congress, the last transport of troops 
pee cg follow through with one’s desires we must give, or allow, some time, 

LOOKING AHEAD Framingham, MA when seemingly disarmed against an some space in our hearts and minds, for 
01701 armed multitude. Many women lack some positive creativity. For, every- 


FEBRUARY 1, 1984: “Visions” 
Copy deadline. January 1, 1984 
MARCE 1 1984 “Women of Color” 
Copy Geadhne February 1 


thing,they’ve done, every action or 
focusing of energy on destructions, we 
must open up this space in ourselves 
and channel, or give birth to, the seeds 
of peace that live within all of us. 

So, my dear ones, think of all the 


your courage to stand up and fight 
every day of their lives. I know, because 
I myself have not fully “come out”. 
The slow process of self-acceptance, 
fulfillment and “coming out” is some- 
thing in Which many women need your 
support — not your spite. Iso is, in my 


Arucles ar topics not related to these theme: 
’ 


Dear Readers of the VV V, 


The Valley Women’s Voice made it 
for Christmas, 1983. Combined effort 


welcome 


EDITORIAL POLICY 


The Valley Women’s Voice is a news journal 
created from the words and images of women. Our 
goal is to provide a forum for diverse voices 
providing a piece is not racist, sexist, or homopho- 
bic. We welcome your opinion and ideas. The 
women's movement is founded upon the spirit of 
individual women who have the courage to voice 
their search. The VWV exists to communicate and 
strengthen that bond by making it visible through 
our pages. We as the Va/ley Women’s Voice do not 
take an editorial stand on any issue. Our writers and 
advertisers speak for themselves. 


SUBMISSIONS: The VWV depends on all valley 
women's voices. Everyone is encouraged to submit 
articles, letters, poetry, newsbriefs, graphics and 
photos. All copy must be typed, double-spaced; not 
to exceed 5 pages for articles, 3 pages for letters. 
Please include: title, by-line or pseudonym, your 


name, address and phone number (for contacting , 


you about editorial revisions), and a SASE if you 
would like your original returned. 

If you are looking for an idea or are unsure of how 
your particular interests may add to the news 
journal, callus to discuss the possibilities. Although 
we cannot afford to pay, we send a complimentary 
copy of the issue in which your article appears. 

Unless previously copyrighted, all material pub- 
lished in the VWV may be reprinted only with prior 
wrtte 7 permission from the Collective. 

PHOTO SUBMISSIONS: For promotional photos, 
we must charge $5 to cover the cost of making half- 
tone ‘stats’ for printing. An additional $1 is char- 
ged for photos appearing, at your request, on the 
Calendar Page. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Subscription rates for the VWV 
begin at $8. Please see the subscription form in this 


Issue 

ADVERTISING: For camera-ready ads, the cost is 
$8/column inch, For ads which require typesetting 
& layout, the cost is $9/column inch. Our graphic 
artists can design your ad. If a “stat” is necessary, 
there is an extra charge of $5. Classifieds are 
25¢/word. Advertising deadline is the 15th of the 
month prior to publication, Please write or call and 
we will send you our Ad Rate Sheet. 


VALLEY WOMEN'S VOICE 
PO BOX 392, N'ton, MA 01061 
(413) 545-0883 


of more than a score of women an- 
swered the call for help...some who, 
over'the past five years, have looked 
forward to each issue as a stimulating 
encounter...women who decided not to 
let the only women’s newspaper in the 
Pioneer Valley fold’its sheaves and 
disappear into the past. Womenpower 
networking, linking, sharing skills, sac- 
rificing time, money, school leisure 
friendships gave personal commitment 
beyond the call of duty, responding to 
the need of the women of the valley to 
have a voice of their own. 

Night after night, weekends, too, all 
the pieces began to fit into place and as 
the pieces began to fit into place, and as 
Jacquie taught us the intricacies of type- 
setting, layout, and design, we watched 
once again, we are in your hands with 
an earnest prayer that all this shall not 
have been in vain and a sincere wish 
that ‘world politique’ will not explode 
into global nuclear disaster before the 
next issue of the VWV, which is plan- 
ned for February, 1984. 

We are planning to runa workshop 
on how to get the Valley Women’s 
Voice to its readers at least once a 
month. If you are interested in joining 
us, let us know. 

Meanwhile, may we all have a New 
Year. 


Phyllis Rodin 


eyes, making a sincere effort to assist 
the women who find the process parti- 


cularly difficult. 


We have been taught to supress any 
feelings we might have that are not ofa 
heterosexual nature. Why is it that 
women who are too afraid to act and 
those that get married for the sake of 
cultural acceptance are “giving the les- 
bian movement a bad name.”? Isn't 
lesbianism “women loving women’? 
Caring for women? Why can’t these 
People feel this way? Perhaps if you 


bait not attempt to oppress them as 
oes the rest of society, they might 


become as Strong and active as you. 


_ applaud Iso’s attempt to join them 
im a collective voice. With the new 
strength they feel as a group, perhaps 
they might enjoy the fortitude of soul 
necesary to step forward. Please don’t 
stifle their voices forever, Ms. Stein. If 
and when these women are ready to 
P, maybe you'd allow 
your pedestal amongst 


take such’ a ste 
them to share 


the “real” lesbians... 


_ The Valley Women's Voice is deeply 
indebted to Karen Lederer of North 
Valley Typesetting and Graphics in 
Greenfield, Mass., whose expertise and 
knowledge enabled us to overcome 
numerous (and seemingly disastrous) 
typesetting equipment failures to pro- 
duce this December issue. 


wonderful souls that are reuniting in 
the process of these crazy world-hap- 
penings. 


Peaceful New Year!!! 


Much love, 
Annie Phelps 


Wiite and tell us what 
‘Wig. We want to hear! - 
pen VWV-Leiters 

ye Box 392 
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Newsbriefs. 


Before closing down for the holi- 
days, the House of Representatives 
turned thumbs down on ERA. The 
Senate passed it. “House members 
who voted against ERA will be singled 
out for political reprisals,” warned Judy 
Goldsmith, President of N.O.W. “They 


will learn the women’s vote counts. 
(AP 11/23/83) O 


THERE IS ALWAYS A FIRST TIME 

The student newspaper, the Colle- 

gian, reported on Monday, the 7th of 
Nov, that the women workers in the 
Student Activities Office of UMass. had 
expressed concern over the remarks 
made by male Building Operations 
workers whose habit it is to take their 
break opposite the barbershop in the 
walkway of the Student Union Build- 
ing. These men amuse themselves by 
snide comments about physical attri- 
butes of passing females. This has been 
going on for years. 

UMass defines sexual harassment as 
“any unwanted or inappropriate sexual 
attention that can make a person un- 
comfortable on the job or in the acad- 
emic or living environment. This in- 
cludes looks, leering, innuendos, verb- 
al abuse, and remarks about a ‘person’s 
clothing...”. 

Wednesday, the 9th of November, 
the Collegian reported that Building 
Operations workers had been notice- 
ably absent from their customary perch 
on Tuesday, after the complaint was 
lodged on Monday. The UMass Om- 
budsman said that the conduct of the 

men does constitute sexual harass- 
ment. The Assistant Manager of Build- 
ing Operations said that this had been 
the first time the men heard anything 
about sexual harassment... VWV sug- 
gests that they be given a conscious- 
ness raising workshop to improve their 
manners. 0 


NEW CONGREGATIONAL PASTOR 


Reverend Jeanette Good of Denver, 
CO, is to lead the First Congregational 
Church of Amherst. She was appointed 
by unanimous vote. Ms. Good is the 
27th minister to serve that church since 
it was organized in 1739. She is the 
second woman to lead the flock, suc- 
ceding Rev. Donna Schaper, who was 
called to a congregation in Chicago. 
Rev. Good has written, “In all my 
ministries, I have had a strong focus on 
social justice issues. [I] have tried to 
help people in spiritual growth and to 
enable individuals as well as communi- 
ties to see the interrelatedness between 
faith and the world.” Her theology 
holds that God created human beings 
to be co-creators in the continual 
Process of becoming the universe. 


(Daily Hampshire Gazette 11/21/83) 0 
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My friend’s name and address: 
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NOBEL PRIZE WINNER 
Barbara McClintock, a US botanist 
whose experiments of thirty years ago 
, have formed the basis for pioneering 
research in fields ranging from genetic 
engineering to cancer research, was 
named the recipient of the 1983 Nobel 
Prize in Medicine on October 10. Mc- 
Clintock is the first woman to win the 
Nobel Prize in Medicine for work un- 
dertaken alone. (Harrisburg Area Wom- 
en's News, Nov.’83.) O 


OFF-OFF VOTE LESSONS 


NEWSWEEK reports that 1983 
state and local elections seemed to 
carry one plain message...“don’t make 
too many enemies among black and 
woman voters.” The report said, “in 
Kentucky, a woman breezed to victory 
in the state’s gubernatorial election. 
Martha Layne Collins...became the first 

woman governor in Kentucky's 19] year 
political history” with a romping vic- 
tory of 55% to 44%. She becomes the 
most prominent woman currently in 
state level American politics, and she 
has already been suggested as a 
potential Democratic vice-presidential 
candidate. Collins is presently the only 
female governor. 0 


AMHERST COMMON PEACE CAMP 
Once again the courageous women 


from Greenham Common have taken * 


action for the safety of U.S. as well as 
British citizens. On Wednesday 
November 9, twelve of these women 
filed a legal suit against President 
Reagan and his administration for 
violating international law by deploy- 
ing cruise missiles in England. 

In support of this action, over 60 
Pioneer Valley women came to the 
Amherst Common on the night of 
Tuesday, November 8 for a candle- 
light vigil. As the Common filled up 
with tents and banners, women gather- 
ed for 3 hours to sing, chant, weave and 
speak about the deployment of the 
missiles, the recent invasions and the 
connections between these issues. Af 
ter the vigil, 25 women turned the 
Common into a peace encampment. 
Though originally conceived as a wo- 
man’s peace action, men were eventu- 
ally welcomed to participate. 

This was the first time the Amherst 
Common has been used for an en- 
campment. 

The peace encampment was a wel- 
come sight and drew support from 
almost all who encountered it. The 
theft of a symbolic missile atop one 
camper’s car, and some harrassment by 
a group of college boys did nothing to 
break the spirit of the. encampment. 
This peace action ended with feelings 
of hope and strength on Saturday after- 

noon. (submitted by K. Schweitzer) 
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BATTERED WOMAN ACQUITED 
Ginny Foat, former president of the 
California branch of NOW, was acquit- 
ted on the 16th of Nov. of charges of 
murder. She said that this isa “symbol- 
ic victory” for women who have been 
and are being battered and abused. 
Foat was accused by John Sidote, her 
ex-husband, of assisting him in the 
1965 slaying of Moises Chayo. She 
testified of Sidote that “he tried to kill 
me...he went into rages and punched 
and kicked and tried to strangle me.. 
that he said he would see me rot in jail 
the same as he, if I tried to leave him.” 
Foat was corroborated in her testimony 
by Clara Sparks, her roommate at the 
time, who had helped her escape to 


York. 
TO oehek reported that the charges 


against Foat were not pursued by 
Louisiana authorities until last Decem- 
ber, when Shelly Mandell, a feminist 
colleague and sometime rival of Foat in 
Los Angeles inquired into the fifteen- 
year old accusation. 

After her acquittal, Foat said the 
national leadership had abandoned her 
when her case should have been used 
to emphasize her ordeal as the inno- 
cent victim of a violent, vengeful man. 
She said the NOW leadership was far 
too concerned about its “corporate im- 
age” to support her after her arrest. 
“The national leadership and the NOW 
president disassociated themselves 

from me...the crime I was accused of 
was so heinous they felt it would affect 
their fund-raising efforts..they could 
have made my case a rallying point as 
to how vulnerable all people are...every 
issue involved in my case was a femin- 
ist issue.” An independent defense 
fund was supported by actress Pat 
Duke Astin and Midge Costanza, for- 
mer aide to President Carter, who took 
uphercause. Foat plans to devote her 
energies to a new nonprofit corpora- 
tion called Legal Advocates for Women 
to help women who do not have mon- 
ey for investigative costs. It is to be 
funded by proceeds from a book and 
movie about her life. Her goals, she 
said, are law school and elective office. 
(Boston Globe, 11/13,16, 21,83 Hartford 
Courant 11/13/83 Newsweek 11/21/8300 


POLITICS A LA CHISHOLM 


When Shirley Chisholm returned to 
teaching at Mt. Holyoke College last 
winter, the Collegian reported that the 
former Congresswoman told her politi 
cal science class that they should seek 
to change political instituions if they 
are not happy with them. Never one to 
dispense advice without example, 
Chisholm has been helping to rock 
American politics through her efforts 
to persuade Jesse Jackson to try for the 
1984 Democratic Party Presidential 
candidacy. This month the N Y Times 
ran a photo showing Chisholm and 
Jackson celebrating his decision to run. 

Much of Jackson’s immediate efforts 
will concentrate on building a “Rain- 
bow Coalition” on which his hopes for 
an effective candidacy rest. Towards 
building such a coalition, Jackson has 
affirmed his desire to select a female 
running mate. He will also be working 
to get some 3 million Blacks registered, 
especially in regions where the 1980 
Regan victory was marginal. Massa- 
chusetts is such an area. Reagan carried 
the state by 2,421 votes in 1980, while 
there are an estimated 64,000 unregis- 
tered Blacks residing in that state, ac- 
cording to the Joint Center for Political 

Studies. (Collegian 2/2/83; NY Times, 
11/4/83; AP 10/30/83) O 


MISSILES DEPLOYED TO BRITAIN 

Europe is in a ferment. Despite the 
continuous protests against the de- 
ployment of the Pershing II and MX 
Missiles, the first of the lot were landed 
at Greenham, the U.S. Airbase west of 
London, where British women have 
maintained a Peace Encampment for 
the last 26 months. British Lawmakers 
in the House of Commons shouted 
“Shame, shame” when Defense Min- 
ister Michael Heseltine made the an- 
nouncement. The missiles are the first 
of 572 weapons that NATO intends to 
place in various parts of Europe over 
the next five years. Monsignor Bruce 
Kent, general secretary of Britain’s 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, 
called the landing of the missiles “a 
major tragedy, not just for the CND, 
but for the human race.” 

The New York Times reports on the 
16th of November that “Demonstrators 
sprayed red paint on the head of the 
Defense Minister and threw eggs at 
him today to protest the arrival of the 
nuclear weapons.” Hundreds of pro- 


’ testers were arrested in front of the 


British Parliament where they lay 
down in the streets round Trafalgar 
Square, impeding traffic. 

Hundreds of protesting women 
were arrested at the U.S. Airbase in 
Greenham where the missiles now 
rest. Many had never come to the Base 
before. But, as one grandmother put it, 
“When I heard, I had to do something. 
This is a bit much.” The women who 
Streamed into the makeshift cam 
outside the Airbase, filled the air with 
shrieks and wails as they watched the 
American transport planes unload the 
crates in the misty distance. 

At the House of Commons, the 
British Labor Party leader, Neil Kin- 
nock suggested that Margaret Thatcher 
was “an American lackey.” He pressed 
her for details in which she would 
Support an American decision to 
launch British-based missiles, “assum- 
ing that President Reagan bothered to 
ask you.” She insisted she wouldn’t 
give away any secrets a potential ag- 
8ressor might find useful. Mr. Kinnock 
Parried with the question, “Don’t you 
know the difference between the status 


_ Of a partner in NATO and a lackey to 


the Americans?” Thatcher retorted, 
“You are talking rubbish.” 

Meanwhile, demonstrations are in 
Progress all over Europe as the USA 
and the USSR juggle the future of this 
planet. (Compiled from NY Times, Daily 
Hampshire Gazette, Morning Union UMass 
Collegian 11/1 6/83.) O 
FEMINIST SALLY RIDE 


Dr. Sally Ride, the first American 
woman to fly with NASA on the shuttle 
flights, spoke at the NOW Annual Con- 
ference in October against the expres- 
sed wishes of the White House. Ride 
talked of her unique experience and 
speculated on its relevance to women, 
(NOW News, Nov ’83) 


Photo by Kare 
Candle light ceremony at Peace Encampment. 
Amherst Comnion. November, 1983 
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by Anne Perkins 

My suggestions for what to give the 
woman in your life for winter reading 
fall into two categories: carpentry 
books and carpentry magazines. 

Recommendation No. 1 is clearly 
Dale McCormick’s Against the Grain, A 
Carpentry Manual for Women. This book 
explains carpentry basics in clear and 
usable form. I met Dale at a recent 
builders’ conference where she men- 
tioned that her impetus for writing the 
book came from her frustration as an 
apprentice carpenter with her inability 
to understand carpentry manuals. Her 
book rectifies this situation. 
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Modern Carpentry is the long-time 
bible of many carpenters, though I 
haven't used it myself. My co-worker, 
Rebecca Southwick, tells me that by 
using Modern Carpentry with Against the 
Grain,she has almost always been able 
to figure out how to do a job. 

The Woman's Carpentry Book:Building 
Your Home from the Ground Up,edited by 
Jeanne Tetrault, is a good book for a 
woman who wants to build her first 
cabin. There are lots of inspiring stories 
and photos of woman-built structures 
here. New England builders, however, 
should be wary of foundation and roof 
detail from this California book. Our 
frost and snow loads require different 
techniques. 

From the Ground up, by Maine build- 
ers John N. Cole and Charles Wing, 
may in fact be a better practical choice 
for New England women. This book 
has good detail on low-cost housing, 
though energy efficient detailing has 
changed in many ways since this book 
was published (c. 1976). 

Charles Wing later wrote From the 


Walls In,which is an excellent book 
about fixing up an old New England 
home to be energy efficient. I under- 
stand he has an even newer book, 
House Warming, which should have cur- 
rent detailing. From the Wall In has the 
best discussion of moisture movement 
and vapor barriers I’ve yet seen. The 
conference I’ve just attended empha- 
sized how crucial it is for all builders to 
understand vapor barriers. 

Another carpenter friend of mine, 
Nancy Hazzard, recommends the 
Time-Life series of books on home 
repair and improvement, especially for 
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Celebrate the Spirit of a Decade with Journeys 


A retrospective of 12 favorites from Holly's first 6 albums—10 years 
of music that celebrates life, love, and visions for a better world. A 


great way to introduce Holly to a friend 


and 


fuel for the long distance traveler 


Catch Hold of a Lifeline 


Holly Near and Ronnie Gilbert 4 ; 
(of the Weavers) together! 4 
The live album that captures the 
warmth, power, and excitement 
of their historic performances. 


as available at: 
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the do-it-yourselfer. She tells me these 
books have clear explanations, photos, 
and diagrams. 


Ifnone of these titles are appropriate, 
there are hundreds more available. | 
was amazed when browsing through 
the builder’s section of the World Eye 
Bookstore in Greenfield, Mass recently 
to find titles on timber framing, cabinet 
making, chain saw carpentry, log build- 
ing, barns and sheds, stairs, renovation, 
solar, roofing, underground houses, 
furniture building and repair, wood- 
working, masonry, electrical, owner- 
built houses, wood frame houses—the 
list seems endless. I could have a great 
time in such a bookstore! 

Housebuilding in the Northeast has 
been changing dramatically in the past 
few years--from active to passive solar, 
from insulated to well-insulated to sup- 
erinsulated, from initial experimenta- 
tion with ideas for more energy -ef- 
ficient housing to a sophisticated body 
of practical knowledge for more energy 
efficient housing. About the only way I 
know to keep abreast of the changes is 
to subscribe to trade magazines. 


Fine Homebuilding (The Taunton 


Press, 52 Church Hill Rd, Box 355, 


Newtown, CT 06470) is a beautiful and 
practical magazine(an unusual com- 
bination). This is one of my favorites. 
There are excellent “how-to” descript- 
ions in this magazine. 

The New England Builder (Box 97, East 
Haven, VT 05837) is a relatively new 
newspaper which is full of useful infor- 
mation, especially for builders. 

Energy Design Update (Box 1709, An- 
sonia Station, NY, NY 10023) is just 
that: it keeps you updated on new 
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+ Gift Books for Adults 
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* Boxed & Single Cards 
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, 100% Cotton Corduroy 
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ALL NATURAL, REASONABLY PRICE 
GUARANTEED. STYLES FOR WOMEN 


MEN AND CHILDREN TOO! 


THRgS 


Corner of Main and 
Pleasant Streets, 
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energy design products and informa- 
tion. At $87/yr, this excellent magazine 
is for professionals only. Too bad! 

Rodale’s New Shelter (Rodale Press, 
Emmaus, PA 18049) is for everybody, 
though. Lots of good information and 
ideas here. 

Solar Age (Box 985, Farmingdale, NY 
11737) is the standby for solar profes- 
sionals. Good technical information. 

Northeast Sun (Box 541, Brattleboro, 
VT 05301) is published by the North- 
east and Mid-Atlantic Solar Energy 
Associations. Good solar news cover- 
age, some technical information. 

And for inspiration, I highly recom- 
mend Tradeswoman: A Quarterly Maga- 
zine for Women in Blue-Collar Work (Box 
40664, San Francisco, CA 94140). Lots 
of good interviews with women who 
drive trains, clean chimneys, work at 
machines, build houses. Also articles 
on political issues affecting tradeswo- 
men (unions, affirmative action, health 
and safety). 

So, have fun. And remember, when 
it comes to gift-giving, at least one of 
the women in your life is you.O 
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NEWSBRIEF 


ON LESBIAN BATTERING 


The Conference on Lesbian Batter- 
ing of the National Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence Lesbian Caucus 
met in Washington during September 
to discuss that problem. Coming from 
the conference were these position 
statements: 

—Lesbian battering does exist and is a 
serious problem. Therefore the Les- 
bian Nation needs to mobilize all its 
resources to end this violence against 
women. 
—Lesbian battering is as serious and 
unacceptable as heterosexual batter- 
ing. 

—Lesbian violence cuts across racial, 
socio-economic, political and cultural 
lines. 

—The Lesbian Community must find 
ways to uncover battering and to hold 
the batterer accountable. 

—We expect battered women’s servi- 
ces to begin to address this problem, 
and to confront homophobia within 
their programs. 

—The victim of battering must not be 

' blamed for the violence. 

—Violence is not a “potential” in our- 
telves; it is a behavioral choice. 

— Battered lesbians demand validation 
and safety, not sympathy anda should- 
er to cry on, 

The conference also developed the 
following checklist that women can use 
to examine their relationships to en- 
sure that they are non-violent: 

Absence of: 
—The use of power to control or domi- 
nate one’s partner 
—Hunmiliating or degrading acts per- 
petrated by one person on another 
—The acting out of historically violent 
roles (racism, anti-semitism, homo- 
phobia, misogyny) 
—Infliction of bodily injury 
—Forced or coerced Sexual activity of 


any kind 


by Rose 


Recently the Springfield Union ran an 
article which depicted how heartless 
our society has become. A caterer at the 
Chicago Holiday Inn hired an actress to 
portray a “bag lady” at a party for its 
franchise owners. 

A “bag lady” is a homeless woman 
who carries all her possessions with 
her night and day. She is neither color- 
ful nor amusing, but a poor solitary 
woman whose life has gone 50 comple- 
tely wrong she has given up. She wan- 
ders the streets by day; she sleeps in 
doorways, on riverbanks, or in alleys at 
night. She gets her food from garbage 
cans or by begging. She exists, that is 
sae reaction at the Holiday Inn affair 
to the “bag lady” went from “cute” to 
“di ting.” 

Bt a ere: that has put men on 
the moon does not alleviate the pro- 
blem of homelessness. It is disgusting 
that we have money for new weapons, 
new malls, and new commercial buil- 
dings, but none for humanity. It is 
disgusting that this actress's portrayal 
of a “bag lady” could be considered 
“cute.” 

Tiffany’s of New York,in one of its 
elegant show windows, displayed a 

figure of a““’bag lady” next toa diamond 
necklace. Unless Tiffany’s was attempt- 
ing to sell diamonds to homeless 
people, we can only wonder what ap- 
peal such a display could have for those 
with money. 


What have we come to when we use 
the unfortunate for humor or for sales 
promotion? Where are our.moral obli- 
gation, our ethics, our compassion? 


Are we so demoralized that we can 
ridicule a destitute woman for profit? 
Was our society decayed to such a 
degree? 3 


“BAG LADY” Sells Diamonds For Laughs 
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Susan Ritter 
Attorney at Law 


complete civil practice 
divorces, real estate 
adoptions, bankruptcy 

immigration, small business 
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The Area’s Largest 
Feminist Bookstore! 


* Books 
* Records 
* Cards 
* Buttons 


* Jewelry 
* Journals 


22 Center Street 
Northampton, MA 
413-586-6445 
Tues., Wed., Thurs. 10-6 
Friday 10-8, Sat., Sun. 12-5 
Closed Monday 
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PLEASANT JOURNEY 
The Alternative in the Valley 

The Best Selection 
of Toyotas Around 


351 Pleasant Street, Northampton, Mass. 


413/586-8150 
(Bob or John) 


Monday through Friday 9-6 
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by Leah Ryan 


In your book, A Weave of Women, you 
have gathered women of many reli- 
gions and cultures. They perform their 
own rituals of birth, death, excorcism, 
etc. What specifically prompted you to 
seek alternatives to the traditional cere- 
monies? 

A; I don’t know if there is one epi- 
phanous moment that makes one 
search out alternatives, Something 
happens out of a long period of time. 
I’m an observant woman. Some of my 
holiday memories are joyous. The 
memory of singing and of being with 
my grandmothers, the odor of cooking, 
the sweetness of holiday... none of that 
seemed at all punishing. It was when I 
had a sense of the danger and harm of 
language and its exclusion and its meta- 
phor that more and more I became 

dissatisfied. I began feeling that some- 
thing was wrong. Finally, in’75, when I 
was in Israel, another woman and I did 
a women’s seder. We decided that this 
was our context, that holidays had to do 
with seasons. Women are excluded not 
only from law, not only from mention, 
but even from the right to spirituality. 
They are excluded from the right to cry 
out in prayer or, in time of need, to 
someone who somehow reflects their 
life. Why would I call out to a father? 

Q: Have the rituals you've created 
been based on tradition? 

A: Yes. I don’t think it’s obvious, but 
in A Weave of Women J actually rewrote 
many traditional Jewish prayers. I fe- 
minised them. Women have needs that 


are not addressed by tradition. We 
don’t have a ceremony for menopause, 
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CDP-101, Compact Disc 
Player. Hailed by High 
Fidelity as “the most 
fundamental change in 
audio technology in more 
than 80 years.” 

Now get 10 FREE discs 
with the purchase of any 
Sony player. 


Sound & Music 


90-92 King Street (Rte. 5), Northampton 
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or for lovers who break up... and that’s 
the most amputating thing in the world. 

Q: Can you give us an example ofa 
common ceremony, one that we're all 
familiar with, which you feel is oppres- 
sive to women? 

A: How about weddings? In a tradi- 
tional Jewish wedding the woman 
walks seven times around the man, and 
the man breaks a glass. This supposed- 
ly symbolizes the destruction of the 
temple, but also there’s got to be the 
hymen there somewhere. We all know 
what shattering means. 

Q: How would you change that cere- 
mony? 

A: both should participate. Walk 
around each other seven times and 
both break glasses. 

Q: What about exclusive female ritu- 
als, like a bridal shower? How might 
you change that custom? 


A: We could bring things we make 
ourselves. I love the idea of women 
getting together. We could exchange 
tales of experience... of hope, joy and 
maybe warning. But why should show- 
ers be given only for marriage? What if 
you’re alone, or poor? Why should we 
not honor you for having lived a brave 
life? 

Q: You mentioned language and its 
exclusion, would you explain this? 

A: Hebrew has only a masculine and 
a feminine. What do we do ina gender- 
ized language, where there is no neu- 
ter? It’s just an enormous problem. 

Q: Would you give us an example? 

A: Our Lord, our king, warrior of 
warriors... but the interesting thing 
about Judaism is that god is really a 
spiri... and that is really abstraction. 


Many people didn ’t want it that way; 
that’s why there’s Christianity. 
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Q: In our culture it seems that aie 
is no real ceremony surrounding birt 
itself. Why do you think that is? 

A: Because, after all, one of the holy, 
magical things that happens, as the 


’ dy 
is that a woman's bod 
earth flowers, is t ished in 


i rth life. We are punt 
woes One, it’s our destiny, and 
two, it’s-not of such great significance 
unless the woman brings forth a man. 
Then, of course, there isa ceremony for 
the man entering the tribe but not the 

man. 
ars: So how would you change that? 

A: Well, we've had birthing ceremo- 
nies. To go with a woman on that 
astounding journey and be with her 
through it... what could be more honor- 
able? What could be more astounding 
than to be invited to a birth? 

Q: Can you offer any suggestions to 
those of us who would like to enjoy the 
holiday season without having to ob- 
serve the traditional holidays offered 
us? 
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that its on-going effects become less 
painful. 
Led by C. P. Hartdegen | 
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West Springfield Counselling Center 
Insurance accepted, sliding scale. 
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PARADISE RECORDS 


14 Miles St - Greenfiela 
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start in early December. Designed for | 
therapeutic mutual aid in isolating the | 
intrusive impact of the assault in order | 


and Christmas, that time which is con- 
tinuity and magic for two religions on 
this earth... How can we as women 
celebrate the birth of a boy child who is 
to be worshipped? Women are martyr- 
ed in that story. Seasons have to do 
with holiday. If spring is the time of 
exodus and I meet with women who 
are of different mythic context, then let 
us each come from our stuck place—is 
it in the home, is it a place where we are 
fettered in some way? How do we 
come from our stuck places? And can 
we be larger? How do we leave en- 
slavement? 

Chanukah for the Jews is a celebra- 
tion of freedom. I myself say: light is 
brought, knowledge and light, and 
freedom. If that time is one of bringing 
light and celebrating freedom, then let 
us do that. 
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. Just as civil rights were 
shaped by earlier struggles in the fifties, 
the student left and feminism were 
shaped by the sixties. 

Amongst today’s youth who can on- 
ly look at the sixties abstractly, many do 
not understand where the energy and 
planning for the future of the move- 
ments dispersed to. Those who lived 
the sixties explained that think sessions 
had been planned for the future of the 
movement, but they were fighting a 
war, and as Farmer explained, those 
meetings were cancelled in lieu of 
emergencies and crises: “the move- 
ment was caught flat-footed”with no 
time to gain a sense of direction. 
Braden said, “When the energy of the 
sixties was released, when people were 

able to ask questions they could not ask 
before, the repression of the late sixties 
descended upon us. The repression of 
the late sixties was in many ways 


worse than the fifties.” 
On the subject of repression, Jim 


Forman advised, “we must understand 
how fear is orchestrated and institu- 
tionalized.” Farmer reminded us: 
“What Washington is trying to take 
away is what we gained in the Sixties...” 
The humane programs for people. 
Braden explained the difficulty in reali- 
zing that one’s government is wrong 
because “We project our ego to our 
government.” She had wanted to flee 
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by Yvonne Araujo 

Two womenactive in the Civil Rights 
movement,Martha Prescod Norman 
and Kathie Sarachild, spoke of their 
growth in the activism of the sixties 
which continues till today. Martha is a 
field worker for SNCC.(Student Non- 
Violent Coordinating Committee). 
SNCC was founded to provide an or- 
ganization with black leadership and 
policy. Sarachild, a current member of 
Redstockings of the Women’s Libera- 
tion Movement--one of the earliest 
feminist groups-- described how cru- 
cial the lessons learned in the Civil 
Rights movement were in providing 
the impetus for her work in the 
Women’s movement. 

She emphasized the influence that 
the black men and women of SNCC 
had on her work in both movements. 
She learned that courage is as import- 
ant as consciousness since much viol- 
ence was imposed on members of 
SNCC and upon Blacks in general. She 
mentioned how “deep and broad was 


the spirit and the work of the move- 


ment they were organizing” and that 
Women’s Liberation was a big topic in 
SNCC. Long has the fact gone un- 


noticed in the history. of mass move- 
ments that the Black Liberation move- 


ment against racism has brought hu- 
manism to all subsequent radicalized 
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government was wrong. This is 

the Same situation confronting the U.S. 

public today. 

Even though Women’s Studies are 
beneficiaries of the Civil Rights Move- 
ment, that program still suffers from 
racism, for, in neglecting Black women, 
Women’s Studies distorts the history of 
its own movement. Rosa Parks knew 
just what she was doing when she sat 
down on a bus in Montgomery; but we 
as a culture have been denied know- 
ledge of the details of the political 
movement in which Parks played her 
part, and from knowing what was 
whispered during the “Silent Fifties”. 
Black women made a conscious deci- 
sion in playing small, for they knew the 
dominant press was sexist as well as 
racist. 

Feminist theory has been based on 
the power of the white middle class 
woman, yet this theory was originally 
grounded in questions that do not 
directly affect them in their comfort- 

able conditions. Blacks are still strug- 
gling within their given conditions, and 
it is from their experience that women 
need to learn. Martha Norman said of 
her experience as a black woman in the 
Civil Rights movement: “We gained 
our ability to struggle from the day-to- 
day contact with oppression.” 

If women stay with these issues of 
Civil Rights, then they will be confront- 
ed with Feminism as a vehicle for social 
change. When women focus their ef- 
forts on a single issue, their efforts do 

not become a movement for social 
change, but for that issue only, as was 
the case with the vote. In bringing out 
the issues raised for women by Sixties 
activism,.the organizers of the confer- 
ence wanted to put the race issue 
central to all of our struggles, and 
ground Feminism in the realities of 
social change. 0 
(Thanks to Arlene Avakian, coordinator 
UMass Women’s Studies Program, and 
Sara Lennox, Professor, Social Thought and 
Political Economy Program, UMass, for the 


mass movements including the Wom- 
en’s Liberation movement, just as abo- 
lition eventually gave rise to suffrage. 
Up until then, she realized that there 
was something wrong with her radi- 
calism and that she was actually a racist, 
as well as a “pedantic snob”. The latter 
quality, she believes, affects “most of 
the predominantly white left in this 
country and particularly the peace and 
the socialist branch of the labor move- 
ments, and to some extent the Feminist 
movement. I do think the Feminist 
movement has been much more down 
to earth than the white left in general.” 
Another lesson she “took most dir- 
ectly to the Women’s Liberation Move- 
ment...had to do with the grass roots 
nature of the Civil Rights movement.” 
That the W.LM. could grow out of this 
grass roots effort had “ignited the femi- 
nist part” of her brain. Norman out- 
lined the assumptions of SNCC which 
seemed to provide just the sort of grass 
roots model needed. These assumpt- 
ions she believes are most “radical, 
humanistic and accurate.” They are: 
1)No one knows better than the people 
themselves how oppressed they are. 
They determine their goals, strategies 
and destinies. 2) People wanted action. 
The people, the ingredient for social 
change, were looking for away to move. 
SNCC was the catalyst. 3) There is no 


GREETINGS 


continued from page 1 


The five-day...and night...vigil on the 
Amherst Common was in support of 
the women who had come from Eng- 
land to New York City to bring suit 
against the United States of America in 
its own Federal Court for threatening 
all their lives and all their futures, as 
well as ours. It was also in sisterhood 
with the women on Greenham Com 


mon in England who for the last 26 © 
months have kept faithful vigil at the © 


gate: of the Greenham US Air Base. 
That is where the missiles. are stored 
for distribution to Italy, W. Germany, 
Holland, and who knows where else, 
since this is all so top secret. Even 
though the welfare of the planet de- 
pends on it, we must, we are told, leave 
it to the better judgment of the Penta- 
gon, the military, and the US Presi- 
dent,who is unfeeling and has a pen- 
chant for fireworks. We are expected to 
leave it with a group of super-salesmen 
who have drawn almost every nation 
into a wild race for arms costing one 
million three-hundred thirty thousand 
dollars per second. We must thank 
them for having devised the neutron 
bomb, which is humanitarian in that it 
eliminates more people faster! 

The questions that rise to haunt us 
are: If there is to be a 1984, how can we 
bring it about? How can we get past the 

White Male Clique that ignores loved 
ones, Mother Earth, the plants and 
animals, flowers and bees, to drive on 
to pyrrhic victory? Don’t they realize 


the 60’s 1n the 80’s. 


such thing as people without resourc- 
es. With just their bodies and spirits, 
they could change the world. 

As an underpinning of SNCC, by 
organizing the most oppressed people, 
the Civil Rights movement would be- 
come radicalized. This organizing at a 
grass roots level rubbed off onto the 


Women’s movement for Kathie Sara- 
child because it threw a new light on 


the masses of women, she said, 
“and that was our concentration on 


reaching women themselves.” They 
were harder to reachat first than liberal 
men. But the success of women’s liber- 
tion depended on this or else women 
would continue to be played off, one 
against another. Then the ideas of con- 
sciousness raising could struggle for 
these goals. Sarachild and her com- 
panions were still trying to implement 
the Declaration of Independence. She 
hopes it is clear that “the W.L.M came 
more out of the positive leadership of 
the Civil Rights and Black Liberation 
movements than from negative exper- 
ience with male chauvinism.”But both 
had contributed. Running into male 
chauvinism for her was not new. What 
was new from the Civil Rights was the 
positive organizing, just as SNCC’s 
methods of organizing attracted 
Martha Norman to them. 


Martha’s experiences as a woman 
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that there will be nothing left? Didn't 
they take the time to read their military 
manuals where this is plainly shown? 
Or didn’t they watch “The Day After’? 
Are they planning to escape to moun- 
tain caves packed with food and sup- 
plies when the N-Bomb falls on our 
valley? Do they expect to live comfort- 
ably protected from the nuclear deva- 
station they have seriously planned? 

Alack...Alas...Goddess protect us! To 
our never-ending shame,despite Peace 
Camps from Puget Sound _ to 
Atlanta, from South Carolina to Romu- 
lus, New York, in West Germany and 
East Germany, Holland, Italy, France, 
Australia, Spain, and England, nobody 
in charge of the operation seems to be 
listening to our pleas. 

Perhaps the ABC-TV Film will get 
through to them...the Pentagon, the 
international military clique, the global 
multinationals, the US President, the 
USSR. If neither we nor the film suc- 
cedes, then we can expect to be cooked 
and drowned in black night and radiat- 
ed snow, plunged into another Ice Age. 
If that is their only alternative to giving, 
peace.a chance, it can only be assumed 
that the directors of Operation World- 
Destruct see a way out for themselves. 

And we with no way out, are we 
going to stand by, in horrified fascina- 
tion, giving silent approval to their 
unleashing the Apocalypse in this 
medieval crusade to subdue the “Infi- 
dels’—our neighbors, the Russians? 
Women, is this the scenario we intend 


to buy? 0 


during her years in SNCC were for her 
the most liberating. She recalls some 
difficulty in the north where she grew 
up. Although her family background 
was middle class educationally, her 
mother could not find work commen- 
surate with her skill. From her experi- 
ences as a field worker in SNCC, she 
saw that most black women in the 
south worked as domestics, and getting 
was “good”. The standard working day 
was 12 hours, six days a week, and the 
standard wage was $12.00 per week- in 
1965! However, working for her beliefs 
showed her that the movement wanted 
women who were “strong, intelligent 
and politically conscious’. She had 
never been in an_ environment 
where people supported he: for that. 


Work is being done to transcribe tape: of 
the conference and to make copies available 
at cost. Anyone wanting to help may call 
Arlene Avakian, Women's Studies Program, 
545-1922, UO 
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urmuran gue yo soy tu enemiga 


Ya las gentes M 
n verso doy al mundo tu yo. 


porque dicen que € 


nten, Julia de Burgos. 


u voz: eS mi VOZ; 


Mienten, Julia de Burgos. Mie 
La que se alza en mis versos no es t 
porque tt eres ropaje y la esencia soy yO; 
y el mds profundo abismo se tiende entre las dos. 


Tu eres fria mufieca de mentira social, 


y yo, viril destello de la humana verdad. 


Tu, miel de cortesanas hipocresias; yo no; 


que en todos mis poemas desnudo el corazon. 


fe 


am Tu eres como tu mundo, egoista; yo no; 
Ty 


que todo me lo juego a ser lo que soy yo. 


Tu eres sdélo la grave sefiora senorona; 


yo no; yo soy la vida, la fuerza, la mujer. 


Tu eres de tu marido, de tu amo; yo no; 
yo de nadie, o de todos, porque. a todos, a todos, 


en mi limpio sentir y en mi pensar me doy. 


Tu te rizas el pelo y te pintas; yo no; 


a mi me riza el viento; a mi me pinta el sol. 


Tu eres dama casera, resignada, sumisa, 
atada a los prejuicios de los hombres; yo no; 
que yo soy Rocinante corriendo desbocado 


olfateando horizontes de justicia de Dios. 


\/ 


Tu en ti misma no mandas; a ti todos te mandan; 


« 


en ti mandan tu esposo, tus padres, tus parientes, 
’ el cura, la modista, el teatro, el casino, 
4s - me el auto, las alhajas, el banquete, el champan, 


Var. 
re 


el cielo y el infierno, y el qué diran social. 


En mi no, que en mi manda mi solo corazon, 


mi solo pensamiento; quien manda en mi soy yo. 


Tu, flor de aristocracia; y yo la flor del pueblo. 
Tu: en ti lo tienes todo y a todos se lo debes, 


mientras que yo, mi nada a nadie se la debo. 


Tu, clavada al estdtico dividendo ancestral, 
y yo, un uno en la cifra del divisor social, 


somos el duelo a muerte que se acerca fatal. 


Cuando las multitudes corran alborotadas 
dejando atras cenizas de injusticias quemadas, 
y cuando con la tea de las siete virtudes, 
tras los siete pecados, corran las multitudes, 
contra ti, y contra todo lo injusto y lo inhumano, 


yo iré en medio de ellas con la tea en la mano. 


(From Julia de Burgos, Cuadernos de 
Poesia.9, Instituto de Cultura Puertorri- 
quena, San Juan, Puerto Rico. 1964.) 


{This noem wes found for the VWY } : 
jffts poem was found for the VWV by Alejandra Melendez 
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by Maria Yorgakopoulou 


in literature, taught 
from a male-defined point of view 
How did you make the transition to 
researching women’s lives, 5 ecifically, 
Italian medieval Saints? a : 
E - First of all, I never had a woman 
professor, or a women’s literature co- 
urse throughout my training, even in 
graduate school at Berkeley. However, 
after an accident which left me im- 
mobilized and in great pain, I began 
looking for spiritual guidance as a way 
to deal and cope with the pain. I began 
reading about mysticism as a way to 
make sense of the pain I was experienc- 
ing, realizing that my own perspective 
on life was changing. 
M - Many feminists in the Black 
Women’s Liberation Movement have 


Se epee es ne we eee see 


MAKING THE SAINTS ACCESSIBLE: 


Ba ee me 


charged that white academic feminists 
have ignored African women’s exper- 
ience, but at the same time have been 
able to unearth vast amounts of infor- 
mation on Medieval women of Europe. 
Why has this been so? 

E - This problem has occurred beca- 
use academics have been rewarded for 
knowing an elitist language such as 
Latin, as opposed to an African or Asian 
language. If I had not known Latin, I 
would never have had access to these 
women’s lives, since their vitae are 
written in Latin, not the vernacular 
which the women spoke, whether that 
was Italian, or a dialect of German (asin 
the case of Mechthild of Magdeburg - a 
crucial German woman mystic). To 
make women’s lives accessible in a 
cross-cultural sense, we must under- 
stand the relation between women and 
the oral tradition. Male scholars, for 


The Work of Elizabeth Petrof. 


example, had access to the Italian saints 
- their vitae being a part of the Acta 
Santorum - but had no interest in them, 
since many of the women were not 
educated. The women themselves re- 
cognized the importance of books, wh- 
ich were just beginning to circulate, but 
composed in their heads. Even when 
they could write, the women dictated 
their lives, most often toa trusted priest 
or brother, or to another nun, and it was 
this autobiography that was later trans- 
lated to Latin. Therefore, scholars must 
search for non-literary evidence, and 
work within a broad definition of cul- 
ture that includes not only white males. 
Thankfully there are scholars today 
learning African languages, as there are 
people translating the Buddist women 
saints of the Tibetan tradition. 

M - In the convents of the M.A, 
what were the sources for female spiri- 
tual empowerment? 
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role). Women in the M.A. were very 
ascetic and self punishing. This seems 
to stem from the guilt felt for being a 
woman and the Greek heroic view of 
asceticism, which required controlling 
the body etc. The women who were 
empowered left this stage after their 
illness ended and went on to search for 
a community of women, where they 
could focus on more advanced spiritual 
exercises (meditation, good works 
etc.). 

In our own time Doris Lessing cre- 
ates heroines who embark on similar 
paths, going without food, and exhaus- 
ting the physical self until they reach a 
heightened state of being where they 
can make an authentic decision. Once 
they get in touch with the inner self, 
they stop the self punishment. 

Interestingly enough, Medieval 
women often became well by begin- 
ning to write (or dictate) to the point 


ae ee 


i i E - The Song of Songs from the Old 


' 7 ° Testament was the central piece of 
1 Adrienne Rich: Heating the Blood 


I imagery for women. It is actually a 


where if they ceased writing, they be- 
came ill again. (This was used,too, as a 
leverage for families that forbade writ- 


ee SS SS SS way 


by Heidi Gilpin 
Adrienne Rich spoke at UMass on 


September 28th as part ot the Institute 
for Advanced Study in the Humanities 
series, “Writers on Writers and Social 
Responsibility.” Her lecture, entitled 
“Blood, Bread, and Roses,” was an artis- 
tically beautiful experience for the 
heart, mind, and ear. It was a politically 
conscious mingling of words in a poeti- 
cally conscious way, like all Rich’s 
works of language. As she mixed poe- 
try with an account of her life’s experi- 
ences as a discoverer of poetry and asa 
political thinker, her words clung to 
each other with such power and beauty 
that this conventional note-taker found 
herself unable to move her pen. 

The rhythm and sounds of Rich’s 
words had a hypnotic effect on the 
listener. As she spoke about her attrac- 
tion to poetry as music, to the beauty of 
the repetitions of sound, and to the 
creation of images, her passages be- 
came music themselves. In fact, her 
entire speech exemplified her descrip- 
tion of poets: “Poets have the capacity 
to hook syllables together in a way that 
heats the blood.” 

Rich spoke at length about the dialo- 
gue between art and politics, admitting 
that it was the experience of reading 
Yeats in college which led her to the 
discovery that poetry can be found in 
politics, even if it deplores revolution- 
ary commitment. She then began to 
question poetry as a gender-neutral 
realm within the universe of the male 
paradigm. While in her previous work 
she has focused on the necessity of 
feminist writing as a re-vision of the 
world as it affects women, in this lec- 
ture she emphasized the importance of 
a broader political outlook and the 
power of literature to effect a change in 
that outlook. It is the challenge of 
writing to consciously situate itself in a 
political circumstance without sacrific- 
ing art which now occupies her 
thoughts. It is important now to en- 
courage change, “a breakdown of the 
world as one has always known it,” 
Rich said, reflecting on the constant 
importance in her life of the writer 

James Baldwin, who once said that 

“any real change implies the end of 

gee about her recent trip to 
Nicaragua has led her once again to 
questions of power anc 
of the importance of arti 
questioning. In ere ame 

t art was needed to 
oie needs and dreams of the eee 
The comment from a traveller in the 


d privilege and 
n this realm of 
Rich found 
ke concrete 
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airport, “You'll love Nicaragua; every- 
one there is a poet,” can be understood 
in many ways, one of which is certainly 
that so many people are poets there 
because poetry is considered a neces- 
sary vehicle to express the pressing 
thoughts of the people in a powerful 
way. Rich contrasted this need for the 
poet, and the poet's sense that s/he 
must dutifully express the dreams of 
her/his country in Nicaragua, with the 
situation in the U.S.A.: “Artin the US is 
something you’ve ‘gotta have’ without 
really knowing why.” American society 
does not require art to voice the needs 
of Americans, although many poets do 
see their purpose as such. Rich empha- 
sized, however, that “in writing of in- 
justice, we are narrowing our scope” 
rather than turning to a “universalism” 
which can be “infused with the collect- 
ive spirit of rage and hope.” One must 
layer many elements in the power of 
poetry, and politics is one of the most 
important elements. 
Adrienne Rich, a lesbian and a fem- 
inist, is the author of Of Women Born and 
On Lies, Secrets and Silence as well as 
several volumes of poetry. She unites 
poetry and politics more powerfully 
than any modern poet I know, and this 
lecture was yet another exemplification 
of her ability to bridge the gap between 
the two.0 


fertility song filled with loving eroti- 
cism between the bride and the bride- 
groom,that predates the Old Testament 
and the Jewish religion. Most likely it 
was associated with mother worship in 
the Mid-Eastern area. Recently I found 
out that it was probably a round song, 
common in Arabic traditions, where 

women would sing the song toge- 
ther, each adding her own praises of 
her beloved, so that the sensual image- 
ry was created collectively. 

M - When was the Song of Songs 
translated? 

E - It was first translated by St. 
Jerome in the 4th century, whose work 
was supported by a group of former 
Roman noblewomen who lived in asce- 
tic communities in N. Africa. Jerome 
has been viewed as one of the primary 
misogynists in the early church, (he 
says that female lust is the demise of 

man), but in reality he worked very 
closely with this group of women, the 
Desert Mothers. He was also suppor- 
tive of women’s education. When one 
of the Desert Mothers had a grand- 
daughter, he wrote on not only the 
proper chaste upbringing little Paula 
should have, but on how Eustochia, the 


mother, was to encourage her to read. 


early - for this he designed alphabet 
blocks! It is clear that women had input 
in his writings since he consulted them 
often. As to whether the women creat- 
ed spiritual writings, it is possible, but if 
they did, the writings were most likely 
burned at their deaths. As regarding 
the oral tradition, St. Macrina, the sister 
of Sts. Basil and Gregory, the Theolo- 
gian, not only influenced Basil in giving 
up his worldly ways, but taught singing 
to the nuns in the convents she found- 
ed - traditionly women could not chant 
the liturgy - and at her death the nuns 
all sang to her. 

M - What was it in the Italian wo- 
men’s lives that attracted you? How did 
this relate to your own search for the 
spiritual? 

E - All of the women went through a 
severe illness at the end of adolescence 
or the end of their twenties, which 
became the pivotal point in their lives, 
where they go from seeing themselves 
as daughters to seeing themselves as 
mothers, and I’m not talking about 
mothers in the biological sense. Their 
growth processes allowed meto see my 
illness in a positive way, where suffer- 
ing can give rise to bonding with your 
fellow humans, once you overcome 
your initial reaction, which is isolation. 

The key is to develop this state of 
consciousness without becoming a 
martyr (some of the saints do take this 


ing, since the women knew medievals 
were terrified of illness.) What I found 
important in the writings was the value 
placed on caring for others, as part of 
spiritual growth, and the fact that Dial- 
ogue existed,even in the most personal 
mystical experiences- that a loving 
“other” is present so that transforma- 
tion is based on exchange. Often the 
visions compensated for the love miss- 
ing from the women’s childhood; in a 
sense the women were healing by recre= 
ating themselves. Also, the women 
drew strength from their strong female 
friendships. They were always in pairs 
or groups of threes or fours. For exam- 
ple, St. Clare’s sister came to join her 
along with her mother. Within three 
years of her conversion, Clare had 10 to 
12 childhood friends and relatives a- 
round her, all of whom testified at her 
canonization. St.Clare was also a good 
administrator, getting the pope at her 
deathbed to put in writing for her 
house at Assisi, the privilege of pover- 
ty. Hence, the women created a model 
that is desperately needed today- spec- 
ifically, the spiritual-creative mode 
need not be separated from the practi- 
cal. All of the saints had rich inner lives 
and still coped with reality well, if not 
better because of the spiritual dimen- 
sion. Furthermore, the convents were 
not based on a competitive model, as is 
the educational system women experi- 
ence today, but on a cooperative one , 
where everyone at some time assumed 
responsibility. 

The reason I’m concerned with tran- 
slating these women’s lives is that if the 
women were empowered within the 
Christian tradition, a male oriented 
one, we can do it anywhere It gives usa 
past knowing the way women were 
empowered collectively. I believe we 
have to study the convents as attempts 
at little utopias where women broke 
ground by becoming leaders and heal- 
ers. We can look at N. Europe where 
whole communities of women existed 
(the Beguines) making headway in 
setting up hospitals and leprosoriums. 
That women’: communities were em- 
powering, can be evidenced inthe high 


.tife expectancy of nuns (59) for that 


period. Convents not only shielded 
them from death from childbirth at 15 
but also allowed them to avoid the stress 
of patriarchal family life. 

M-Do you agree that there is a 
movement within the feminist/wom- 
anist movement exploring the spiritual 
as a powerful, creative force? 

E-Yes, and the manifestation of this is 


see Saints, page 18 
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The Circle Is Open, But Unbroken 


Oo: 
PES PSSSSOCSCSCSCOCSOCOCOSOSCSOCSCSECSPS SHS? POSSESS SSS SSCS SS SSSSSLSSSESOSSSSSSSSS SHS OSOSOSOSP 


by Korynne 


fidsummer. The flowers 
) altar are just picked 
ider the strawberries 
dess as I have 
neither planted nor tended them, yet they 
abound there anyway. The candles and 
incense are lit, sweet smoke filling the air, 
cleansing the sacred space. Drawing pen- 
tacles in the air with my athame, my altar 
knife, I call upon the spirits of the four 
clements--earth, air, fire, and water--to be 
with me as I make out the sacred circle.Med- 
itating in the circle, I am no longer alone. 
The Goddess is with me, as she is with my 
sister and brother witches on this night. 
Individually or in covens, we honor the 
Goddess, call her by many names: Diana, 
Isis, Astarte, Rhiannon, Persephone, and 
others. We thank her for the bounty in our 
lives and ask for that which we need. As I 
bless and then partake of the wine and fruit 
on the altar, I feel the strength of the Goddess 
flow through me. The Goddess in myself 
becomes more real; I know that I have more 
control over my reality than I allow my 
mundane self to believe, that I will be where 
I want to be in my life. The circle is opened, 
the elements are thanked for their presence 
and are dismissed. I salute the Goddess and 
thank her for touching us all tonight. I am 
‘one with her. 

It should probably be noted at the 
outset of this article that, in some ways, 
I am not your typical witch. I don’t 
belong to a coven, the traditional circle 
of thirtee, since working solo has 
always felt most comfortable for me. I 
am self-trained, not formally taught 
and initiated into a specific tradition, so 
some may not even consider me a 
“real” witch, especially not those who 
have a long family tradition to fall back 
on. As a feminist witch, I prefer to call 
upon the Goddess exclusively, al- 
though I’m aware most witches honor 
the Horned God as well as the God- 
dess. For all this, I am no less a practi- 
tioner of the craft. I do magick for the 
protection of myself, home, and car 
before a vacation, money spells for 
times I'd like to do something besides 
pay my bills. I usually check my lunar 
calendar for the right phase of the 


moon to work under, but mostly I work 
when it feels right. The work isn’t 
always formal, either; sometimes | just 
meditate and read my tarot cards. 

Having said all this, I can now discuss 
what I do have in common with other 
witches. To be a witch today is to lay 
claim to a spiritual heritage dating back 
hundreds of years, a heritage of striving 
to live in harmony with the natural 
world, seen and unseen. It is also to be 
aware of a history of slander and perse- 
cution, from the Burning Times, when 
nine million women were hanged or 
burned throughout medieval Europe, 
to today, where harassment has contin- 
ued in various forms. For me, being a 
witch is a lot like being gay: for a while 
you think you're the only one, you have 
to decide whom and how much to tell 
about your life, and the Christians are 
always out there, ready to convert or 
destroy you. With the advent of the 
women’s movement, coming out as a 
witch is now possible, if not always 
easy. Recognizing myself as a witch 
wasn’t a change of religion, it was 
coming home. 

Through such books as Merlin 
Stone’s When God was a Woman, women 
have rediscovered the Goddess in her 
many aspects. The Goddess is funda- 
mental to the Craft. She is the Maiden 
seen in the crescent moon, the bringer 
of new hopes and beginnings; she is 
the Mother, the full moon, the giver of 
life; she is the wise Crone, seen in the 
dark of the moon, keeper of secrets and 
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mysteries, she is death and transforma- 
tion. She is all three in one, light and 
dark together, neither one valued over 
the other. The Goddess is within as 
well as without. Unlike the Christian 
concept of God, she is not separate 
from us, not something “out there” to 
be placated, but is present in each of us 
and in all others. We are thus connec- 
ted to each other and honor each 
other's lives as sacred. For this reason, 
we have a deep loveand respect for life, 
for the land we live on and for all 
aspects of nature. If we are truly aware 
of our connections with the earth, if we 
feel the earth is indeed our mother, we 
will learn to observe her ways more 
closely, to live in harmony with her, 
and not strive to dominate and disrupt 
her. 


Two symbols of the Craft, the penta- 
cle and the circle, illustrate our connec- 
tions with nature and each other. The 
five-pointed star symbolizes the five 
elements and their corresponding dir- 
ections: Air (East), Fire (South), Water 
(West), Earth (North), and Spirit (Cen- 
ter). All are needed for life; each is not 
truly complete without the others. We 
plant seeds in the earth for our food. 
The air pushes clouds along the sky 
that rain may fall and nourish the crops. 
We use heat/fire to cook, and give 
thanks for the meal before us. While 
Spirit is not as physically manifest as 
the others, it gives us the consciousness 
to understand and appreciate them all. 
When we begin to do magick, we 
invoke each of the elements in a circle, 
-SO all may be infused into our work. 

The circle shows our connections to 

one another through the many patterns 
in our lives: birth, growth, maturity, 
decline, rebirth, the cycles of the sea- 
sons, and the phases of the moon. The 


circle which shows the seasonal chang- 
es is known as the Wheel of the Year. It 
marks the cycle by celebrating the sol- 
stices, equinoxes, and cross-quarters. 
This includes Yule (December 20-23), 
Candlemas (February 2), Spring Equi- 
nox (March 20-23), Beltane (May Eve), 
Summer Solstice (June 20-23), Lam- 
mas (August ]), Autumn Equinox (Sep- 
tember 20-23) and Hallowmas/Sam- 
hain (October 31), which marks the 
start of the new year. In magick work, 
the circle is used not so much to keep 
out negative influences as to holdin the 
power being raised, usually described 
as the Cone of Power. The Cone draws 
energy up from the base, the group, toa 
particular focus, such as sending heal- 
ing energy to a specific place or person. 
Sending energy brings up a couple 
of points concerning Wiccan ethics 
which should be mentioned. Among 
the few tenets most witches hold in 
common are the Wiccan Rede and the 
Law of Return. The Rede merely states, 
“An it harm none, do what thou will”. 
All of us have free will, but we must be 
willing to take responsibility for our 
actions and to consider all consequen- 
ces of our actions. The Law of Return 
says that the energy you send out, 
whether positive or negative, will re- 
turn to you three times its strength. 
Energy and power are not in and of 
themselves positive or negative; what 
they become depends on the inten- 
tions of the sender. Although I’m aware 
others may disagree, I cannot empha- 
size too strongly the importance of 
refusing to send energy or do magick 
which interferes in another life. Even if 
one wishes to send healing energy or 
do other essentially positive spells, 


permission should first be obtained . 


from the potential receiver. The rule of 
causing no harm applies to such work 
as manipulative love spells as well as 


any curses or hexes. I find it better to - 


concentrate on spells which enhance 
my inner being and life, rather than 
trying to bend others to my will. Unfor- 
tunately, many who seek out the Craft 
know little about it and only do so in 
order to have power over others. It’s 
often tempting to hex someone, espe- 
cially rapists (as Z Budapests advo- 
cates), but it must be remembered that 
such energy will always find its way 
back, as it makes its way around the 
circle of life. 

The things I’ve mentioned barely 
begin to scratch the surface of Wicca. 
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To include everything, would take a 
book, and many good ones are already 
available. In particular, Drawing Down 
the Moon, by Margo Adlex, has an excel- 
lent chapter on the rise and develop- 
ment of feminist Wicca in this country. I 
can highly recommend all books and 
resources in the following list as having 
a feminist perspective. 

Non Fiction: Drawing Down the Moon, 
Margo Adler; Motherwit, Diane Marie- 
child; Witches Heal: A Lesbian Herbal, 
Billie Potts; The Spiral Dance, Starhawk; 
Dreaming the Dark, Starhawk; Book of the 
Goddess, Ann Forefreedom; When God 
Was a Woman, Merlin Stone; Ancient 
Mirrors of Womanhood, Vol.1 & II, Merlin 
Stone; Positive Magic, Marion Wein- 
stein; Earth Rites--Vol. I (Herbal Reme- 
dies) & Vol. II (Rituals), Sherrie Mes- 
trel 


Fiction: Hecate’s Cauldron, Susan Sch- 
wartz, editor; The Mists of Avalon, Ma- 
rion Zimmer Bradley; Daughter of the 
Bright Moon: Black Flame, Lynn Abbey; 
The Guardians, Lynn Abbey; The Forgot- 
ten Beasts of Eld, Patricia McKillip 


Journals: Circle Network News, Box 219, 
Mt. Horeb, WI 53572; Thesmophoria, 
Susan B. Anthony Coven, #1, 2927 
Harrison St., Oakland, CA 94611; God- 
dess Rising, 4006 1st NE, Seattle, WA 
98105; Womanspirit, 2000 King Moun- 
tain Trail, Creek, Oregon 97497 


Networks: Women’s Spirituality New 
England Network, P.O. Box 827, Cam- 
bridge, MA 02238-0827; Of a Like 
Mind, c/o RCG, Box 6021, Madison, WI 
53716 
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The circle is open, but unbroken 
The peace of the Goddess go in our 
hearts. 
Merry meet and merry part 
And merry meet again. 
Blessed be.O 


“And when the Self tries to speak out 
of her true depth, the pedantic peddlers 
of ‘correct’ usage and style try to drown 
it in their babble.” 


GB) 


Mary Daly 


Woman Spirit 
is child spirit 
is man spirit 
is even alien Spirit 
is bird spirit 

is fish spirit 

is tree spirit 

and is star Spirit. 


The Cosmos 
connects matter 

and anti-matter 

and if we wish to abide 

m the all-sentient universe 

we must live without 

ar, rape, and greed 

and change this ordinary Hell. 


aS. 


jy Rosemary Christoph 

“Light blue silk falls around me, like a 
small waterfall, renewing, refreshing. The 
candle flames up, budlike, and the incense 
glows quietly. Sacred oil I stroke onto my 
forchead, ears, eyes, mouth, hands, blessing 
myself and my actions as I do. The bell rings 
and | bow; it is the beginning of meditation. 
Ancient chants fill my mind. Om Namah 
Shivaya, Om Namah Shivaya, Om Namah 
Shivaya. My eyes close, and I float within,- 
peaceful, detached, at one... 

But inside is not the only spiritual 
journey. If life itself is felt essentially as 
spiritual practice, then everything that 
we experience is seen in a new and 
different light. Failures become les- 
sons, successes become challenges, Re- 
jections call upon us to re-orient our- 
selves within, and love becomes not an 
obsession between two people but a 
quality of connection that ever broad- 
ens and expands to include more and 
more. Spirit and ego, inner and outer, 
are no longer experienced on separate 
tracks, but are partners in an intricate 
dance. The art of living becomes meas- 
ured not by what we do but by a subtle 

attribute of being, who we become in 
the process, and what the balance and 
shape of the whole is. 

1 began my spiritual journey as a 
child with becoming intensely self- 
conscious of me, Rosemary, as a six- 
year-old sitting on a fence under a 
Canadian summer sun, a little breeze 
nudging my cheeks, a soft sun caress- 
ing my bare arms with warmth. I came 
alive with questions in that moment. 
Questions that continued and grew 
long tendrils as [turned from child into 
teenager. By the time 1 was 15, 1 was 
reading Dostoevsky, Camus, and Sar- 
tre, arguing with the Church, contem- 
plating death. In particular I was ob- 
sessed with the questions “What is the 
purpose of life? What are we doing 
here? And how does one live, then?” 
Waiting, waiting for college so that 
“real questions” and “real answers” 
might be found. 

I was shocked to find the university a 
kind of mental factory, steeped in fixed 
opinions carefully boxed away from 
One another, without connection to 
“real life” at all. I dropped out of UCLA 
in 1962, in the middle of my sopho- 
more year, and began a wandering 
bohemian kind of existence, hoping to 
find in life, people, travel some of those 
meanings so absent in the “corridors of 
learning.” 

The learnings were quick and strong; 
by the time I was 20 I was a single 
mother with a tiny baby girl, fast ab- 
Sorbing the need for responsibility, 
discipline, control over my intense 
mood swings, loyalty and depth in 
human relationships. I bounced from 
East to West coast, feeling my way 
Inside and out, learning womanhood, 
motherhood, adulthood all at once. . . 

_ Central was finding spiritual teach- 
ings to root my life in. But I learned the 
hard way (after working as typist, post- 
l clerk, mushroom/ apple picker, wait- 
Tess) that my life needed to be pragma- 
tically rooted (1) ina real place to live, 
nd (2) with a real job that interested 
me, in order to have a foundation to my 

© on which spiritual practice could 

Stow. Of course the two might recipro- 

“ate and eventually be as one, but 

nanwhile I needed to find work I 

ee love, or at least like. I began by 

Disko Montessori, then became a 

y int a : the 
= piritual source was 
raid Work, which I found in San 

“isco. There I grounded myself for 

Seven yea ; 
ts. Then followed a time of 
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psychological work (Encounter, 
actional Analysis, Bioenergetics, Ge- 
stalt, Radical Therapy, Jung) during 
which time Zazen was my most consis- 
tent spiritual practice. Buddhist stud- 
ies, haikus, koans fascinated me. I re- 
member sitting in the Mt. Shasta Zen 
Center, my mind racing on my latest 
unfortunate relationship, wondering 
why meditation is so painful. As I went 
on I became increasingly discouraged 
by my own failure in meditation to 
achieve a peaceful happy state of mind. 
Where was it? What was I doing 
wrong? 

Feminism and the Goddess provid- 
ed a new framework for thinking, feel- 


ing, transforming my spiritual practice 


in the period 1972-77. Here I could 
create forms of prayer and ritual that 
allowed me to feel positive about my- 
self as woman in the universe, God- 
dess-blessed. The story of Psyche, of 
Demeter and Persephone, the Eleusini- 
an mysteries inspired me. Looking 
around at glowing womens’ faces, 
creating chants and our own forms of 


WOMAN SPIRIT 


Woman Spirit ignored 

And forgotten by the woman 
Who can no longer endure 
The painful investigation 


Prodding fingers and critical eyes 


Her body is the devastation 
Of post-war battle sites 


Woman Spirit survives 
Surrounding the woman 
Who feels naked but still alive 


They've tampered with her womb 


Their fear has injured their 
Long-ago home, yet 


Woman Spirit maintains 

Its place alongside 

Body, heart and mind 

A flame steady 

Outlasting time and breath, for 
Woman Spirit the human hand 


Does not harm, nor does human 


death 


by Margot Gilfeather 


spirit-webbing, I felt us rooted in one 


another as much as in a transcendent 
reality. But a certain shapelessness, the 


invisibility of our matriarchal roots, left 
me still hungry for something else. 

In Siddha Yoga I found more of what 
I was searching for: a positive experi- 
ence that validated everything that 
happened in meditation as useful and 
vital; an ancient teaching that opened 
itself to the validity of all religious 
traditions; an androgynous language 
that spoke of the Goddess as Kundal- 
ini-Shakti, Muktananda, grandfather 
Teacher, Chivalasananda, wise-woman 
Guru, and her brother Nityananda, 
transforming lives through shaktipat 
and the power of a aye ae 

ivaya.... These teach 

fiche Seen Indian practices 
of reverence for earth, plants, trees, 
animals, all life give shape to my pre- 
sent journey. An argument, a lost wal- 
let, a late bus, an injured snake, an 
upsetting phone call, the brakes going 
out, the death of a dear friend, a lovely 
sky, a child’s crying, an incredible con- 
cert. I am continually presented with 


Uj ares 


Trans- 


circumstances which can bring growth 
in spiritual depth and meaning. The 
hand of the Spirit can be felt behind 
every event; I “read” circumstances 
constantly so that they bring me closer 
to or further from the Goddess, depen- 
ding on me. And yes, it is all one, in the 
end. 

As the journey unfolds, there are 
many powerful ways in which spiritual 
ideas and meditation practice take root 
and gradually manifest in the “art of 
living”: 

1) Experiencing that the resources 
within me are inexhaustible frees me 
from the tyranny of outer events or 
approval. Outer responses/circumsta- 
nces then no longer determine who I 
am or how I feel about life; they are 
simply coped with, learned from, and 
one goes on. The inner world is experi- 
enced as equally rich and infinite as 
that outside, and guidance and extra- 


.psychic sources of knowing occur to 


me more and more often. 
2) As I learn to become a witness to 
my life, an objective observer and wat- 


Graphic by Susannah Laskaris 


cher, I am less at the mercy of my 
moods and subpersonalities. Actions 
then can come from the center, “real I,” 
more, instead of from erratic person- 
ality needs or fear of life. 

‘ 3) Life begins to be experienced as 
lessons. Existence is seen less as a vale 
of tears or as a meaningless struggle for 
position, power, or money than as a 
kind of school in which events are 
teaching situations. What can I learn 
from this becomes the question. Or as 
Scott Peck says in The Road Less Travel- 
ed, “Life is a series of problems. Do we 
want to moan about them or solve 
them?” So my attention then can go 
toward solutions, rather than to emo- 
tional reactions of pain, hurt, frustra- 
tion, paralysis. I begin to cut out the 
complaining that “things shouldn’t be 
like this,” and simply accept and even 
welcome the difficult, to see where it 
takes me. Political situations are learn- 
ings ona world-level. Relationships and 
their ups and downs can be regarded 
with less fear of loss and more com- 
passion for others as I learn what I 
really believe, what I really need. Inter- 
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connections with people form a web of 
love, reaching backwards and forwards 
in time, sending deep roots in all direc- 
tions. 

4) There is a basic Buddhist teaching 
regarding our experience of life as 
suffering, that pain comes from our 
desires/cravings/expectations. | The 
more I give up desire (my insistence 
that things have to be a certain way, or 
that I must have x in order to be happy), 
the happier I can be with what is. It’s the 
lesson of enough, over and over again! 
“I have enough, I am enough, it is 
enough.” 

5) This attitude enables me to choose 
more to be positive and happy no 
matter what--whether or not the car is 
running, my job is rocky, my best 
friend is furious at me. These things are 
to be coped with, but I don’t have to 
make my internal sense of worth or 
happiness dependent on cr demolish- 
ed by external difficulties. I can estab- 
lish a basic habit of seeing the positive, 
going with rather than going against, 
and even allowing negative emotions 
to exist and be learned from, so that 
they too become included in a positive 
framework of spiritual unfolding. 

6) I learn to come at life then more 
from being, rather than having to com- 
pulsively do or produce, in order to be 
OK. Then doing is not for results, but 
for itself. An old Zen saying is “When 
walking, walk; when eating, eat; when 
sleeping, sleep.” A quality of total im- 
mersion, attention, appreciation. 

7) A sense of thankfulness of each 
incredible moment, person, leaf, flow- 
er, tree, in this beautiful amazing world 
engenders an ever deepening feeling 
of joy, even ecstasy, in just being HERE 
alive... 

8) Love is deepened, strengthened, 
made into compassionate caring for 
myself, for others, for the earth, this 
struggling planet, as I become free of 
depression and fear, and begin to live 
mote in a state of openness, creativity, 
fearlessness. 

9) There’s a kind of peace, a balance, 
a tranquillity that comes in this that 
enables me to cope with life, to do 
political, psychological, helping work 
without becoming burned out. As the 
Bhagavad Gita says, one learns not to 
focus on the fruits of one’s labor, which 
one may never see, but simply on the 
process of giving, of being of service to 


life, which gives back in its own special - 


way. 
10) I experience the Spirit radiating, 
filling, overflowing, infusing all the 
events, people, trees, sky, sun, earth 
around me. I experience that Spirit, 
Goddess, God, whatever you all 
Her/Him, healing the splits inside me, 
changing my unhappiness, fear, de- 
pression, self-violence, moodiness-- 
transforming me on every level into a 
compassionate whole being. The inner 
and outer worlds are one, the journey 
of one of us is the journey of all of us. 
Womens’ spiritual journey is de 
-scribed by many sources, both ancient 
and modern. Teresa of Avila, Mirabai, 
Lalleswari, Emily Dickinson, H. Bla- 
vatsky, Evelyn Underhill, Gabriela Mis- 
tral, Lizelle Reymond, Simone Weil, 
Elizabeth Haich, Bernice Reagon, Are- 
tha Franklin, Mahalia Jackson, Eileen 
Caddy, Dorothy MacLean, Jane Rob- 
erts, Maya Angelou, Pearl Premus, 
Roshi Jiyu Kennett, Evelyn Eaton, 
Brooke Medicine Eagle, Starhawk, 
Chivalasananda: these are the ones 
that have touched me Strongly. We find 
our own, Create our own, are our own, 
ultimately. The process of healin 
through the Spirit is }; 5 8 
ene pirit is lifelong; the art of 
living is a dance that is never done. 


by Nina E. 

Feminist books I read from the early 
70’s -history for me- described the 
blatant sexism of the leftist, anti-war 
and other activist groups. Women were 
often relegated to coffee-making, 
cleaning “movement” offices, typing; 
men would not pay attention when 
women spoke at meetings; women of- 
ten had access to power solely through 
men they slept with; etc.,ad nauseum. 
By the time I came to politics, the 
sexism in leftist groups was more sub- 
tle. The mixed-sex political groups in 
which I worked were not overtly sexist 
at all; sometimes a woman was even 
more bossy and controlling than any of 
the men. I took that to mean that 
women working in a women-only 
group would not be much different 
from working with a mix of some bossy 
women, some bossy men, some o.k. 
women, and some o.k. men. Then, one 
day last spring, I joined an all women’s 
“anarcho-feminist” group... saw the 
difference. 

Everyone knows that men and 
women have been taught the differ- 
ent ways of thinking and acting in our 
society. The differences are so funda- 
mental we do not even recognize them. 
We have a picture frame through which 
we see reality, but the parts of the world 
men and women see through the frame 
are different. It is always easier in a 
mixed group to operate inside the male 
frame of reference, since the dominant. 
male culture has foisted it on us all in 
school, at work, on the TV, on the 
playing field. 

In most European languages, the 
plural -they- specifies gender (e.g. 
elles, ils). If there is even one man ina 
group of ten women, “they” is the 
masculine plural; only a“they” with no 
men at all is described with the femi- 
nine plural. The linguistic reality paral- 
lels a lived reality. A group of mostly 
women will probably operate inside a 
male framework. In fact, even some 
women-only groups act from a male 
perspective. 


What is the difference between 
mixed, male mentality groups and all- 
woman groups which can uncover the 
specific way women see the world? I 
want to express my delight in workng 
in a group with a woman’s frame of. 
reference, and to share a few things. I 
realized about how these fundamental 
differences affect the actual practice of 
both kinds of groups. A woman’s per- 
spective acknowledges the autobiogra- 
phical core of any declaration. This is 
not intended to be a definitive state- 
ment, but rather the start of a dialogue 
on the different ways groups can en- 
compass many people with many dif- 

ferent points of view. Feminism ex- 
plodes some of the standard dicho- 
tomies of Western capitalist patriarchal 
male thinking: work and play, subject- 
ive and objective, leader and led, cor- 
rect and incorrect. For me, the most 
wonderful thing about working from a 
feminist perspective is the way these 
categories dissolve. 
WORK AND PLAY 

All of the mixed sex leftist/anti- 

nuke/solidarity groups in which I 

worked, held meetings that were as 

dry,impersonal, and boring as any of 
our 9-5 paid jobs. Who needs to 
leave a day of compulsory alienating 
work to go do voluntary alienating 
work? “Lets hurry up and finish the 
meeting so we can go have some 
fun,’they’d say. Yet, even Marx--surely 
no feminist-- said, “Communism is, for 
us, not a state of affairs to which reality 
will have to adjust itself,but a movement 
whose conditions are the result of 
‘premises NOW in existence.’ In other 
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What Makes Working In All- 


words, the kind of society toward 
which we are workinghas already begun, 
in the way we work to create it. How we 
work is a glimmer of what we work 
towards. That’s what was so exciting 
at Seneca:-it gave us a taste of the 
wonderful dinner we will all have if we 
keep cooking, and let us decide what 
we might add’'to the meal. (You didn’t 
think there was a recipe, did you?) 
Feminism is based in part on the idea 
that oppression can happen at any time 
and to anyone, not just at work or at 
war. Authoritarian relations must be 
overcome now and not in some glor- 
ious future or even after we've ac- 
complished an ‘important task’. If a 
feminist group doesn’t always follow 
through on this idea, probably because 


With this issue we close V 


we have all become so accustomed to 
working in the male reality picture that 
we forget, or feel too intimidated, to see 
the world through our own eyes. — 
But deciding that feelings are 1m- 
portant doesn’t mean that you never do 
anything challenging. In the male men- 
tality, if it’s fun, it can’t be emotionally 
difficult (unless it’s a sport, I suppose). 


' SUBJECTIVE AND OBJECTIVE 


Boys are usually made into efficient, 
tough men by our society; women, 
needed by the social service-mother- 
ing-secretary market, are taught to be 
warm, giving, empathetic, nice to be 
with. 

Which is harder to relearn as an adult 
though:-to be tough and efficient or to 


Women’s Groups So: Fun 


understand and feel emotions? A man 
can learn to be supportive, but unless 
he had an unusually anti-sexist, non- 
competitive, emotionally generous up- 
bringing, he'll have to unlearn years of 
training in how to be tough, efficient, 
and insensitive. This may take years. 
Meanwhile, it’s harder to work with 
most men because of their indoctrin- 
ation in competition and hierarchy. 

- Social service workers, waitresses: 
we earn our keep by understanding 
feelings and making people feel secure. 
We know that this is as serious an 
aspect of any work as the finances, the 
condition of the equipment, or the 
rules. We have been taught to give, 
give, give until our well of feelings is 
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olume V of the VALLEY WOMEN’S VOICE. We 


thought readers would enjoy this cartoon celebrating our first anniversary. It 
appeared at twice this size on the centerfold. Since then it has hung on our 
office wall to cheer us, to show us where we have been, and especially, where we 
still need to go. But we are learning. You could join us and make the paper ever 


better. 


OVER THE SUMMER, A UNIVERSITY FACT-FINDING 
CONHISSION HEARD TESTIMONY FROM BOTH 
SIDES. THEY RECOMMENDED THAT THE 
COLLEGIAN MEET THE WOMEN'S DEMANDS. 


YOU GIRLS ARE 
ABSOLUTELY RIGHT, 


THESE RECOMMENDATIONS 
WERE NON- BINDING. 


THE COLLEGIAN DECLINED 
TO FOLLOW THEM. 


BIE QUICKLY FOUND OUT THAT PUTTING 
OuT A NEWSPAPER WAS NOT A SIMPLE TASK. 


J THOUGHT YO 
DISTRIBUTING 


WHADDAYA MEAN 
YOU THOUGHT THAT 
MARCIA SAID THAT 

ELIZABETH SAID THAT 
HARRIET WAS SUPPOSED 
TO GIVE IT TD DENNY 
SO SHE CouLD DELIVER 
IT TO MAUREEN SO THAT 
KATY COULD Pick IT 
Up TO BRING 
PASTE-UP @ell d® 


Sten 
SZ 


U WERE 
IN ‘SPRINGFIELD! 


WHAZZAMATTA 
HOWOUM YOU'RE 
NOT COVERING ANY 
LESBIAN news? 


IT TO 


IN MAY, 1978, REVOLUTION BROKE ovT IN THE OFRCES OF THE UMASS COLLEGIAN 
OVER THE ISSUE OF THE INADEQUATE COVERAGE OF WOMEN'S NEWS. 


NINE MONTHS LATER) SIX UNIVERSITY AND COMMUNITY 
WOMEN LABORED TO BRING THE FIRST ISSUE OF THE 
VALLEY WOMEN'S VOICE INTO TRE WoRLD. 
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AKA TIP OF THE WAT TH MAUREEN FOR HER FiRst- 


OVER 100 WOMEN OCCUPIED 
THE OFFICE, DEMANDING 
Yo oF A PAGE DAILY. 


THE SEMESTER ENDED BEFORE 
ANYTHING COULD BE RESOLVED, 


s 
: 


y 
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GEE, HERES AN AD THAT 
WAS SUPPOSED TO GO 
IN TRE PAPERoewe 


HO, RUM, © 

LL WONDER WRAT 
THE RIGHT SAND 

WIS DOING. 


WHAZZAMATTA 
HOWCUM YOU'RE 
PUTTING OUT 

SUCH A LESBIAN 
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exhausted. For this reason, we need to 
work with other women who, trained, 
in sensing other People’s feelings, will 
beable to help us to feel our own limits. 
But,”I hear the male activists clamor 
in the distance, “we already agree it’s 
important for people in political groups 
to be friends and see each other social- 
ly.” The point, however, is to change 
our social relations in our productive 
work; to learn to do our political work 
in a more human way, not simply to get 
our work done fast and then -some of 
us-the “in” crowd- go out fora friendly, 
informal pizza, over which we Bocuse 
the social relations within the group. 
A cultural resistance movement 
which fulfills emotional needs as well 
as more “objective” needs will be 
stronger, more of a real force in the 
community, the country or the world. 
This ability to change people’s ways of 
thinking and acting would make a pow- 
erful group an ‘objective’ condition. 


LEADER AND LED 


All of the groups I’ve worked in have 


had rotating chairships and affirma- 
tive-action-type policies about speak- 
ers for events, leaflet writers, notetak- 


WE REACHED SOME LOW POINTS. 


FOR A LONG TIME 
AFTER I JoINEO 


HOW COME THERE 
AREN'T ANY THIRD 
3 WORLD WOMEN IN 
S THIS COMIC STRIPS 


BECAUSE THERE 
AREN'T ANY THIRD 
WORLD WOMEN ON @& 
wSPAPER. # 


7 WELL, How cone} 
THERE AREN'T 
ANY ON THE, 

NEWSPACER ! 


S we succeeDeD. 


SOMETIME 


OUR LAST 1S5UE WAS 
bist BEAUTIFUL | 


t Just 


ers, etc. But, in the mixed groups, there 
was always a kind of deference to 
certain members of the group about 
almost everything, because they were 
more experienced, more knowledg- 
able, more articulate, because they 
managed to accrue more power for 
whatever (sometimes ridulous) reas- 
on. Feminist organizing taps all kinds 
of skills that most women learn in daily 
life, so that even an ‘inexperienced’ 
activist can make important contribu- 
tions to a group’s policy-making. If a 
person coming into a group feels that 
her ideas and feelings are taken seri- 
ously, she will be more interested om 
in participating. After all, where else are 
our ideas taken seriously? Mixed 
groups often let anew member take on 
a hundred tasks, thinking that this is a 
way to make a person feel a part of the 
group. But if only the ‘experts’ are 
heeded in discussions determining the 
group’s policy, most members” politic- 
al’ work will be just as mindless as any 
other job in this society. Just as we 
create our new Society by practicing it 
now, so do we learn to lead by leading. 


RIGHT AND WRONG 
Until recently, most Western Europ- 
ean countries’ laws held that the very 


ORK, COLLE C~ 
WE TRIED TO WORK TIVELY. 


You'Re NOT THE 
Boss, Y KNOW, 


GEE, Wow, THAT's 
BeauTiFUL | 


(SOMETIMES NOT SO SERIOUS... 
‘ Re 
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being or legal existence of a woman is 
suspended during marriage or is, at 
least, consolidated into that of the 
husband’s. Women were controlled by 
husbands, fathers, and communities. 
But Law, the set of rules which was 
supposedly the same for all men, did 
not apply to women. We carry our 
extra-legal past with us: we don’t play 
by the ‘universally applicable’ rules! 
There is no universal set of principles 
which can be blindly applied to every- 
one, since everyone is unique and ina 
unique situation. 

Results of an experiment I read make 
sense to me: when asked individually 
whether or not it would be right for a 
person who had no money and a hun- 


- gry child, to steal some bread. Boys all 


answered either yes or no while most 
of the girls said, “Surely the owner of 
the store would understand my pro- 
blem,’or “There must be someone | 
could borrow money from,”or “Would- 
n't there be somewhere I could get free 
food?” Given a yes/no question, girls 
supplied a third answer. 


Making decisions by consensus rath- 
er than by voting, shows this insistence 
on seeking alternatives beyond the ob- 

vious and respect for unique or unusu- 


« 
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al positions. A group that makes decis- 
ions through voting, discounts min- 
ority opinions, creates ‘winners and 
losers, and, ultimately, makes the 
group less coherent and unified. Deci- 
sion-making by consensus takes into 
account many specific people's reali- 
ties, not just the ‘correct’ reality of the 
majority. O 


SOME KEY VWV 
DISTRIBUTION POINTS 


Northampton: 

The Store 24 
Womonfyre Books 
Barts 

Smith College 
Thorne’s Marketplace 


Broadside Books 


Amherst: 

Barts 

Yellow Sun Food Co-op 
Food For Thought Books 
Goliard Bookshop 
Classe Cafe 

UMass 

Pippins 

Jones Library 


South Amherst; 


El Greco Pizza 
Hampshire College 


North Amherst: 
Daisy’s 


Sunderland: 
7-11 

Pizza Place 
John & Rudy's 


So. Deerfield: 


Cumberland Farms 


Greenfield: 
Book Swap Cafe 
Green River Cafe 
Public Library 
GCC 

Paradise Records 
The Storehouse 


South Hadley: 
Mt. Holyoke College 
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by Rosemary Anderson 

On October 9, Gnosis* Gallery in 
New Haven--Connecticut’s only fem- 
inist art gallery--opened its final show 
WITCHES: Women’s Spirituality. A large 
crowd came to see the forty plus works 
by twenty-one artists (one of them 
male), and one woman mentioned her 
amazement at finding herself so at 
home among these works. 

Historically, “witches” were those 
independent women who had rejected 
marriage (spinsters) or who had sur- 
vived it (widows), often involved in 
herbal healing. Up to nine million of 
these women were murdered by the 
Church in Europe during the Renais- 
sance, many aged or eccentric or mere- 
ly stubborn owners of property the 
Church wished to possess. None of the 
work in the Gnosis show seemed to 
relate to “Satanism” which has been 
mistakenly confused with witchcraft 
/womancraft--the latter focusing on 

healing, nutrition and growth. 

The witchy aspect of this show was 
most obvious in works with titles such 
as “Sun Goddess”, “Tree Goddess”, ““Mo- 
urne”, “Take Back The Night”, and “Gr- 
andmother On The Wind”. “Eye Goddess” 
was a beautiful mixed fiber weaving by 
A. Beth Saunders who spent four years 
in Columbia and became interested in 
the indigenous art forms. Oak LaStrega 
showed “Spirit of the Forest Listens to the 


Moon” and “Moonlight” (a watercolor), 


and Katy Briber was represented by 
three etchings: “Spirit Guides”, “The For- 
est of Women”, and “Evening Fire”. 
Two large paintings by a New York 
artist, Heidi King, were based on play- 
ing card symbology--the Queen of 


= 


WITCHES’ ART 


Spades--and a flower; the oil painting 
portrayed an old woman with dogs 
heads, while “The Queens” in pastel 
chalks was more subtle and complex, 
incorporating images of serpents and 
an upside-down, mirror-like portrait of 
a woman. Also very well done were the 
two drawings by Lynne Menturweck 
from her “Bound Bag & Claw” series, 
which contrasted medium-light grays 
with crisp whites and scrubbed-on 
black graphite in a strong composition. 
Also included in Witches were “Sanc 
tum” assemblages by Nadine DeLaw- 
rence-Maine, and hanging pieces by 
Ann Langdon of melted plexiglass 
(“First of Seven Layers Shed,” etc.) 
Another assemblage had a rather scary 
impact--“Childless,” by Sarah Dutton 
(a mother of five), was a wallpiece 
based on an ancient wooden box with 
broken glass, ribbons, buttons, and 
bones. Darkstar Klarich displayed 
“Medicine Bags” and “ERA Funery 
Piece,” using black velvet, feathers, 
hair, a skull and claws, and coins. 
Vaginal imagery was exemplified by 
“Mandora of the Spinning Goddess” 
by Judith Anderson (Michigan)--an in- 
taglio print of heads of an old woman 
and a baby, hands, cats of cradles of 
string, and female genitalia. Across the 
room were two works by Becky La- 
Mothe, formerly of Northampton, who 
specializes in color studies of fantasy/ 
labia/flowers. “Goddess #3” was an 
ethereal pastel whose subject was re- 
miniscent of an artichoke or a desert 
flower and combined with a crescent 
moon and sun shape, while “Ode to 
Georgia and Judy” was painted as if 
sculpted from fluffy clouds in a blue 
sky, with a warm rose-red center. 


Traits of The Witch 
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by Anne L. Simko 


I. POVERTY 

When you are poor and jobless you 
can’t afford to buy things just for show. 
You discover how little is really neces- 


sary, and you learn to scrimp even on 
that. 

When you have no money to spare 
for amusements, or for keeping up with 
the latest fads, you have to learn to live 
without distractions. If you’re lucky, 
you learn to listen to yourself, and to 
hear the voices that speak within you. 


you learn to scrimp even on that. 
II. SOLITUDE 

When you have no friends or family, 
you have to learn not to rely on people 
for companionship. You learn to wel- 
come the changing of the days and the 
seasons as you would visitors. You turn 
to animals for companionship. If you 
are honest and patient, even the wild 
creatures may come to trust you. 

When you seldom hear a human 
voice, you learn to appreciate the 
power of words to shape, to move, to 
hurt. Maybe you talk to yourself, from 
pleasure in the sound or just to keep 
yourself company. 
III. CHTONIC VISION 

When you are a woman, without 
wealth, or influence, you have little 
hope of achieving wordly power or 
success. You can’t bluff your way up 
like a man, and hard work alone only 
makes you old and tired. Instead you 
choose to travel down and back, into 
darkness where things have their roots. 
You have to find your way by intuition 
there, and learn to speak to work with it 
instead of seeking to repress and con- 


t 


trol it, you may find yourself able to 
draw on powers that most people 
glimpse only in their dreams. 

IV. NONCONFORMITY 

When you don’t fit the neat roles of 
gender -mother, daughter, grandmo- 
ther, wife - but need or choose to use 
everything you have for survival, you 
begin to see that the rules most people 
live by are fabrications. You see that it’s 
wrong to have to trade your body for 
security, or to suppress your gifts so 
that someone else can fee] superior to 
you. 

By refusing to submit, you force your 
neighbors to face things they'd rather 
forget. You become a threat to public 
order. And then they call you a witch, 
and want to kill you. 


“St. Jacques’ “Spirit of Barbara”. 


Photo by Rosemary Andersen 
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THE REAL DANCE: 


Two other Pioneer Valley artists with 
work in the WITCHES: Women's Spiritu- 
ality exhibition were collage artists 

Margaret Plaganis and Harpers St. 
Jacques. In “Timothy Lake” by Plagan 
is, the man-made Oregon lake (which 
drowned a forest) is filled with sleeping 
men, overlaid by a German architec- 
tural detail of a stone woman, bear, 
bird, and tree. St. Jacques was repre- 
sented by “Spirit of Barbara”--a painted 
mask mounted on black velvet with 
silky netting, beads and feathers, with 
cut-out eyes over a dark, quiet inner 
space. 

The focus of the show for me was 
Anne L. Simko’s “Traits of the Witch,” 
an incredibly moving calligraphic 

prose piece on Poverty, Solitude, 

Chthonic Vision, and Nonconformity 
(reproduced here). 

What can one learn about women’s 
spirituality from this show? And what 
was a male artist's work doing here 
instead of another woman’s statement, 
when men have made male pronoun- 
cements for millenia on women’s spiri- 
tuality (or the lack of it)? Would a white 
artist have been permitted in a show on 
Black spirituality?--I think not. In the 
present time of continued patriarchal 
“rule of the father” religions and cults 
which limit women’s lives and 
thoughts, it is crucial that women begin 
to explore more relevant spiritual paths 
for the sake of ourselves, our children 
and the planet. 

At this date, the dominant form of 
spirituality expressed in this very 

white, upper middle-class area is one 

that uses the concept of “karma” as an 
excuse to be insensitive and oppressive 
towards poor, nonwhite and handi- 


An Experience with 
Pearl Primus 


] 
1 
|] by Eve Christoph 
] 
l 


Pearl Primus, oh my sweet Goddess, you 
were all I have been craving to hear, to see, to 
" feel, to know; peaceful face like the moon, 
flashing eyes, smile like the sun. 
; Everything Pearl said was like poe- 
k try, every hand gesture became a total 
] dance. Her being spread like wildfire 
| throughout the room into our very 
I hearts. She exemplified what she spoke 
1 of; welcome, love, strength, respect and 
I timing with the forces around one, 
] trueness to one’s inner heart. She was 
J an experience, as if the molecules in my 
I} body were changed just by her glance; 
: love; deep secure roots in herself; 
I eyes. She seemed to delight in beauty. I 
| delighted in her beauty. 
| The strength of her presence felt like 
I it dug me up from my grave and 
| showed me the world, the world with- 
I in, the power to be myself no matter 
I what society’s rules. She suggested we 
I not dry up through conformity. “Don’t 
i just put on a bunch of techniques and 
think you are dancing. Do what comes 
from within you!” She reminded us 
that feeling is what makes us want to 


2 
6 


r li live, that feeling is a dance in itself 


Without it, all the gestures, leaps, 
shakes or twists of bodies have nothing 
to do with dance, she said. 

She spoke about the respect for wo- 
men that exists in the African culture 
where she comes from. Itis so deep that 
most people on the outside cannot see 
it. It isn’t like our opening doors or 


formless joyfulness radiating from her — 


ee ee on, ee ee 


capped people. “You create your own 
reality” and “it’s your own fault” are 
strangely reminiscent of the ‘50’s men- 
tality which blamed women for rape, 
and which also suggests that blacks are 
responsible for the racism of whites. 
This pseudo-spirituality is voiced pri- 
marily by white liberals in a rigid, 
gospel-like form--ciubbing other peo- 
ple with labels like “negative” which 
serve to hurt, push away, and destroy 
tendencies towards empathy and uni- 
ty. Its popularity in “the women’s 
community” came asarealshockto me 
after having lived in a working-class 
black community where the predomi- 
nant ethics seemed to be ones of em- 
pathy, appreciation, freedom of ex- 
pression and respect. 

What I experienced in the WITCHES: 
Women’s Spirituality show was an open 
succession of images speaking both of 
witches and women’s self-exploration. 
It also reflected the Native American 
/Indian way of letting one select her 
own personally-meaningful symbols 

and promoting a real and healthy 
connection to Nature which is needed 
more than ever as poisonous wastes 
contaminate our soil, our water and the 
air we breathe. If we-meaning all 
people--have permitted an inner light 
and an inner knowledge to be extin- 
guished, it must be renewed. A show 
like this can start the re-thinking and 
feeling process inside of us that may 
lead to the renovation of a society 
presently headed for destruction. 0 


*GNOSIS was named after the 
Gnostic Gospels—writings that em- 
phasized insight and intuitive know- 
ledge rather than learned knowledge.. 
.to know oneself is to know human 
nature and human destiny. O 
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pulling out chairs which is only a fa- 
cade of respect. In Pearl's experience of 
African peoples, the woman’s word 
and her principles of giving and peace- 
fulness are the basis for all action. 
Women are respected right down to 
the way drums are played. When the 
mother drum of an orchestra speaks it 
is deep and strong, to be listened to and 
obeyed, however briefly or quietly she 
may be played. 

Pearl's stature spoke of knowing her 
own great worth. She did not have to 
ask for attention or respect. They were 
things she expected from us and gave 
to us. To be treated so royally by a 
stranger made many of us overwhelm- 
ed with a feeling of happiness and even 
joy. There was no longer a question of 
anyone’s worth depending on color or 
title. As she walked smoothly before us, 
her stories made us laugh at the simple 
and forgotten truths they revealed. She 
told of her discovery that even though 
she started her African dance in order 
to speak to American black people, she 
feels now that through her dance she 
speaks of, to and for all people! In her 
dance mental barriers and outer differ- 
ences are transcended by the realm of 
the heart where I becomes us. 

Hearing of her wide dance training 
also made me feel supported in my 
own dance journey. It was truly an 
experience of closing a gap in my mind. 
Soul-fire is what I've been ignoring in 
my classes, Saying “yes” to this concept 
alone, reverberates into my entire 


dance in life! What a blessing D 
Primus gave. & Dr. Pearl 
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Midwifer 


by Margot Gilfeath 


Much has cBNged throughout the 
centuries of hy"an existence, but stilla 
pregnant wean nourishes her child 
as Mother 8th nourishes us. Sadly, 
while we 7® fascinated with machin- 
ery and *> Systems, we sometimes 

_ forget th‘ things grow—beyond inches 
and pods. Our growth is our spiritu- 
ality, 4nd our beginnings should be 
reveed. Yet today, with hospital births 

jthenorm, childbirth is a medical pro- 

/ eedure and assistants to birthing wo- 
men are thought to need a particular 
kind of medical training. 

Midwives, trained through their di- 
rect exposure to birth in apprentice- 
ships and especially sensitive to their 
intuitive wisdom and compassion, are 
in courts facing charges of practicing 
medicine without a license. Do we 
really believe childbirth is just a physi- 
cal occurence or,indeed, even a patho- 
logical one? If the answer is and contin- 
ues to be yes, then our sense of spirit 
may diminish further and we may con- 
tinue to neglect a vitalizing power 
which is always available to us. 


The cradle has been robbed. Con- 
current with the rise of science and 
technology was a movement to weed 
out midwives so that the garden of 
medical professionalism might flour- 
ish. Midwifery observes the spiritual 
element in birth which is lost in the 
shuffle of our bustling hospitals. But, 
midwifery lacks legitimacy for a people 
de-spiritualized-- a people terrified of 
pain and disease, birth and death. For 
those people, hospitals and medical 
schools offer a mode of reassurance; 


y. Legitimizing Spirituality 


they provide “scientific and ethical’ 
standards and persons qualified as 
healers, according to those standards. 
Of course midwives want to assure us 
of their competence, but must they, or 
should they legitimate themselves via 
standards such as those of the medical 
establishment? 

Already, compromises have been 


different options for security. 

There are people in California and 
Washington, for example, attempting 
to obtain a licensing procedure for 
midwives. A close look at the problems 
surrounding such a procedure reveals 
two major points for consideration:-1) 
the legal definition of “midwife” and 2) 
the legal definition of her territory. 


made by those struggling to gain legi- 
timacy within medicine. Nurse-mid- 
wives, who are nurses with midwifery 
training, must be under the supervi- 
sion of doctors and cannot do home- 
births. Thus, nurse-midwives are tied 
to medical institutions in exchange for 
the legal right to do their work. States 
vary in their viewpoints on lay mid- 
wives, who are trained informally but 
rigorously; yet, having no statutory 
protection, lay midwives are exploring 


Firstly, if we legally define “midwife,” 
we limit the kinds of midwives/healers 
available to a pregnant woman. Also, 
we would put family and friends in a 
threatening position should they chose 
to assist at a birthing. We would, in fact, 
set up the possibility of charging 
people with practicing midwifery with- 
out a license. Secondly, the notion of 
territory evokes a sense of elitism. 
Since elitism forced midwifery into this 
uncomfortable position in the first 
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Food For Thought Bcoks®@ 67 N. Pleasant St.@ Amherst © Hours: 10-6 Mon-Sat © 253-5432 


-a non-profit workers coop- 


Try Us This Year For Your Holiday Gifts! 
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LESBIAN RELATIONSHIPS 


Understanding Our Connections 
A ene day workshop for lesbians to explore the ways we relate to one another. Through discussion and exercise we will 
create a safe space to look at our strengths, problems, hopes and visions. We are different and special and our 
relationships are too, February 11 in Amherst. For more information call Tetty (Estelle) Gorfine at: 253-2822. 
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place, it seems unlikely that midwives 
would seek to monopolize the experi- 
ence of childbirth, allowing only for 
those carbon-copies of the standard 
midwife to practice with no regard for 
individualism. 

The reasons for laws regulating med- 


ical practices are ostensibly for the 


protection of people soliciting those 
services. We must be concerned about 
competence, especially with respect to 
those healers who treat the lower clas- 
ses, the victims of abuse even under 
those protective laws. However, in 
their efforts to become legitimate in the 
eyes of a de-spiritualized nation, mid- 
wives may wish to avoid stepping in- 
side medical jurisdiction, for there they 
may be required to leave the essence of 
their work on the outside. Perhaps we 
should investigate alternatives within 
the legislation; alternatives that would 
not mimic unsatisfactory medical regu- 
lations. 

Why do we accept the bright lights 
and white uniforms as an appropriate 
atmosphere for birthings? Why do we 
watch people treat each other as mere 
physical beings with a few psychologi- 
cal quirks but no spirit? It is tragic how 
the threat of the repercussions of dis- 
covery hinder a midwife’s very pur- 
pose. A free and spiritual handling of 
our lives, and especially our births, may 
add the fullness to ourselves we now 
feel lacking. 0 

For info. concerning Mass. legislation & 
midwifery/homebirths, contact the Boston 
Wonten’s Health Book Collective, 192 
W.Somerville, MA 02144 & Mass. Mid- 


wives Alliance, P.O. Box 671, Norwood, 
MA 02062. 


OVER 300 DIFFERENT, 
DAZZLING, DELIGHTFUL, 


1984 CALENDARS 


We have a greater selection 
of 1984 calendars than any 
store in the Valley. Come on 
in and feast your eyes on them. 


Jeffery Amherst 
Bookshop 

55 S. Pleasant St. 
Amherst 


Ww 


¥SOPHIA~ 
vx bookshopy. 


a tw, 


Gem Stone Jewelry 
Beautiful Amethyst, Lapis 


OLD AND RECENT 
PAPERBACKS & HARDBACKS 
large selection of remainders and 
publishers sale books 
GOOD BOOKS AT 
REASONABLE PRICES 
books bought — any quantity 


Amber, Turquoise, Coral 
Quartz Crystal 


Counseling for Women 


Shirley Sicurello M.Ed. L.C.S.W. 
Ashfield, MA. 


S18-625-4580 at more than affordable prices 
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ACTION BY THE WOMEN OF THE PEACE ENCAMPMENT nf fae 
AT SENECA ARMY DEPOT, N.Y., AUGUST, 1983 this argument we have 
R Wi about foreign policy. 
azor vvire — 
You have a very high standard of living here, 


It’s made to cut flesh ; 
my French friend says. (She's with me, watching.) 


and to advertise that. 


Unlike the shark's teeth — Everyone can afford a house. 

it looks like a spiral of stainless steel shark jaw — In France, only a flat. 
there’s no simple relation 
between its form and function. The bottom’ higher here. 
The form must advertise. 3 | 
Like the foreign policy it’s part of Six hundred thousand dollars 
that’s part of the planned effect their taxes here this year will reflect 

this argument we have 

The young man on the truck, about foreign policy. 

all the men guarding the fence are young, 
hits the coil with his wooden baton : Eat the Rich, the T-shirts say, 
and the coil releases, Bread Not Bombs. 
a spiral of teeth feeds out onto the ground in the sunlight My French friend says, In Venezuala that would make sense, 
and on the other side of the fence, but here, your standard of life is so high.... 


all women, we watch. 


The silver teeth smile at the foot of the fence. I feel we're middle, upper-middle 


in form and function, 
in aspiration, 

and forget it, 

deny it, 

don’t imply it. 


Six hundred thousand dollars; somebody said, 
they spent to get ready for us, 

trucks full of soldiers, 

enough police to march in formation. 


It might be more for our side, 8 es 

if we'd paid the labor, as they did, And la z ; 

for this argument we have about foreign policy. I'm oe : 

People from the town here cleaned the fence after, 3 But I could have been. 

of every bit of symbolizing we'd hung on it, I believe it. { 
reclaiming it from us. My universe sits on that fact. : | 
“Thank you, Depot,” - These people would eat me. 
said a front yard sign across the road. ; And I'd want them locked up for it. 

The V.F.W. organized. 
U.S. flags everywhere, ; Go home, they say, the bumper stickers say, the signs say, 

their symbol, Go back where you came from. yyy fit “7 7° - < e 

by accidents of association, time,and place. ais Love it or leave it, Y 7 f oe | 
i I Ye ? ie Ze 
Frightened, They claim it, yi 2" ge. , 
it had built up a month, ay fags ¥ embrace it. yy oa . ys | 
they were angry, they were ; I don't. . : Ye os ye | 
vicious, with the teeth mean feelings And there must be something wrong. 77% | 
of believing they'd lost and had to fight: Is it me, GY 
frightened men whose wives nag, This argument we have 
and frightened women who never say exactly about foreign policy? r 
what's on their minds when it's there, ' 
who are overtaxed and underpaid I have plans | 
when they look above them, and I'm looking for my people, 
and well off when they look down, for debate with my peers. 
frightened of us, of what we want I find myself in 
and whatiit will do to them. this argument we have 
about foreign policy. 


I didn’t ae close enough to see their teeth. 

I saw them in a gesture of respect, 

cleaning the ‘fence, 

quietly, methodically, 

reclaiming the fence, 

the Depot, the national identity. 

I have to respect the fever of their feelings 

as I do my own. 

We came out on opposite sides 

for this argument we have about foreign policy. 


I know what I want. 

I know what we need to do. 
And I find myself in 

this argument we have 
about foreign policy. 


They call us lesbians, witches, ‘hit, 
showing their teeth, 

threatening us with their past crimes. 
But we've taken the names back, 
they're safe, 


They don’t want to hear what I've learned. 
4S they're our strength and our future. 


I don’t want to hear how hard 
it is, how tired, how bored, how frustrated, 


how frightened Swallow the flag and the fence, 


the Depot and the generals, and 
the White House, my Dutch friend says, 
your guilt is your 
loss of memory 
and your limit. 
Swallow the bitter, bloody stripes 
and the blank blue 
parading its arrogant stars, 
swallow the miles of barbed 
wire and razor wire 
and the lines of very young men 
in the same clothes 
that stretch into the regions of lost memory 
where they've gone to lose their 
lives and say it's for the rest of us. 
Swallow the sickness. 
theless aay Mouth to mouth with the cornucopia, 
the figures sey. gorge until bile rises 
five i or leave it = at the piles of plenty, 


I don’t want to frighten you. 


Eat the Rich. 
Commie Dyke Whore Witch. 
Redneck Asshole. 


Don't come out 
for the Depot 
for the Generals 
for the New White House on the Hill 
where the rich meet to oversee 
the restructuring, 

they're retrenching, retooling, 
a Coke and a ballot in very one’s hands 
the T.V.'s say 


wn 


They'd all come here if they had the chance S the colored paper cone filled with candy, 
Better us than them in charge. = I remember Slueing in the third grade 
And it's slipping. Bo? hanging it on the tree, : 
Commie. Pinko Weirdos wrecking it, the Halloween sack full, 
; +e ’ itators This need to b 
left wing pie 1" the eye agi o be full, 
eedy irresponsible young fluff heads this greed, and continue this argument we hav 


old bitter nuts. about foreign policy. 
by Marilyn Andrews 


(Graphics by Doris Powers) 
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Legal Haz 
3) ards for Women For Women Labelled Mentally Ill 


by Nancy Shilepsky 


Some differently-abled women are 
labelled mentally ill. These women are 
subject to laws that can restrict their 
freedom more severely than a prison 
sentence. When a prison sentence is 
served, the person incarcerated is free 
to leave. When a commitment takes 
place, the woman committed cannot 
leave unless a psychiatrist says she is 
no longer mentally ill or a Court says 
she is no longer in danger/dangerous. 
In a society that labels women “crazy” 
all too readily, and in a society where 
being a woman means being in con- 
stant danger, are not all women potent- 
ially committable for life? 

The following article reviews three 
legal procedures which affect women 
who are labelled mentally ill. Please 
note that this review covers only Mass- 
achusetts law. Procedures and stand- 
ards can vary from state to state. 
Commitment 

A woman can end up in a facility 
such as Northampton State Hospital 
either on a voluntary admission or an 
involuntary admission. 

Women should know that voluntary 
admissions aren't quite what they ap- 
pear to be. Once a women voluntarily 
admits herself, she is not necessarily 
free to leave. She may have to file a 
three-day notice. During those three 

days, the hospital superintendent can 
file a Petition for Commitmentttt. The 
woman can then be held against her 
will pending a hearing on the Petition. 
Massachusetts General Laws (M.G.L), 
Chapter 123 (c. 123) Section 11 (§11). 


An involutary admission is a ten-day 
emergency admission. A doctor, a psy- 
chologist, or a police officer may be 
authorized to restrain a woman and 
admit her against her will. Authority 
under the law to admit someone invol- 
untarily depends upon the circumstan- 
ces. The legal standard is that the per- 


it you're unaware that tite £BI is in 
the area, but imagine that you are not 
vulnerable, that they won't be interest- 
ed in what you have to say, or that they 
will be completely unsubtle and trans- 
parent, perhaps one woman's experi- 
ence will change your mind. 
The woman in question wishes not 
to be identifiable for reasons that will 
become clear later. (We will call her 
Ann for anonymous.) She wants her 
experience relayed so that people will 
know what to expect from the FBI. Ann 
has been involved in the local investi- 
gation of SHUN (Stop Homosexual 
Unity Now) and Robert Kremensky, 
who was sentenced for making haras- 
Sing and threatening phone calls to 
lesbians. At one point in her work on 
the case,a Massachusetts state trooper, 
with whom Ann _ was_ unfamiliar 
showed her a picture of two people he 
said were suspects in the 1981 robbery 
of a Brink’s armored truck in Nanuel, 
New York. As Ann was used to looking 
at photographs in connection with the 
SHUN/Kremensky investigation, she 
didn’t think twice about looking at 
these photos. No, she did not know the 
people in the pictures. 

About a month later a friend of hers 
said that the FBI was trying to get in 
touch with Ann, to show her some 
Pictures.Through her friend, Ann re- 
layed the message, that she had already 
been unable to identify the pictures in 
question, but the FBI persisted, hound- 
ing her friend. Finally to get the FBI off 
her friend’s back, Ann agreed to go 


§ must have reason to 
believe that failure to hospitalize the 
woman would create a “likelihood of 
serious harm by reason of mental ill- 
ness.” M.G.L, c. 123 §12(a). Upon the 
petition of any person, a Court may 
order a woman apprehended, re- 
strained, and admitted for ten days, if 
the Court believes the above standard 
has been met. M.G.L, c. 123, §12(d). 

As noted above, once a womanisina 
facility, the hospital superintendent 
may petition for her commitment and 
hold her pending a hearing. At the 
hearing, the woman has the right to be 
represented by a lawyer and to have a 
lawyer appointed if she can’t afford to 
hire one. M.G.L. c.123 §5. She also has 
the right to have an independent medi- 
cal examination. However, the funds 
available to pay for examinations for 
indigent persons are limited to $25 per 
person. M.G.L. ¢.123 §33. 

Initial commitments are for six 
months. Subsequent commitments are 
for one-year terms. M.G.L c.123 §8(d). 
Once committed, a woman who tries to 
leave can be apprehended and return- 
ed to the facility by the police. M.G.L. 
c.123 §30. 

It is important to remember that 
merely being labelled mentally ill is not 
sufficient for commitment. The Court 
must also find that “the discharge of 
such a person from a facility would 
create a likelihood of serious harm.” 
M.G.L c.123 §8(a). 

“Likelihood of serious harm” is de- 
fined to mean one of three things:(1) 
sat pt risk that the woman will 

fc) 

physical harm to herself; (2) a sub- 
Stantial risk that the woman will do 

physical harm to another person; or (3) 

a very substantial risk that the woman 
will suffer physical impairment or 
injury oecause her judgment is so 
impaired that she can’t protect herself 
in the community. M.G.L. c.123 §1. The 
Court also requis a showing that no 


Fallout From 


speak with the agent and phoned him. 
They arranged to meet at the North- 
ampton District Attorney’s office, but 
when Ann arrived, Investigator Ste- 
phen Morrill and a state trooper sug- 
gested they go where they could talk 
more privately. The three went to a jury 
room in the Northampton Courthouse 
and sat down. Morrill sat very close to 
Ann, invading her personal space, as it 
were. They made small talk for a while, 
and eventually Morrill said that since 
Ann had a positive experience with law 
enforcers, she might want to talk with 
him. He showed her the pictures of the 
Brink’s suspects again, and again she 
did not know the people. He started 
talking about her background:- he 
knew where she was from, what orga- 
nizations she belonged to, and where 
she had gone to school. Then he began 

to ask her some other questions. How 

many gays are in Northampton? How 


do gays feel about the Sandinistas? 
Why do people blow up buildings? 
Now, Ann is miffed. “Count them your- 
self,” she suggests. She does not know 
what ALL gays feel about issues, and 
how is she supposed to know why 
people blow up buildings? She says 
she has to leave now, and so the inter- 
view ends. “We'll be calling you again,” 
says Morrill, who stands between Ann 
and the only exit. “Don’t tell anyone 
we're here,” he says, and she refuses to 
comply. But he is stand..ig in her way, 
and she finally agrees to be silent and 
leaves. 


less restrictive alternative placement is 
available. 

Obviously, if there are no funds 
available for group homes, or if these 
homes aren’t welcome in the com- 
munity, more women will be commit- 
ted. 

Guardianship 

A parent of a woman labelled 
mentally ill, two or more of her 
relatives or friends, certain non-profit 
corporations, or the Department of 
Mental Health may petition the Court 
to have a guardian appointed for her. 
M.G.L. c.201 §6. The Court may 
appoint a guardian ad litem (guardian 
for the litigation, also G.A.L) to 
represent the woman’s best interest at 
the hearing. M.G.L. c. 201 §34. What 
the guardian ad litem believes is in the 
woman's best interest does not ne- 
cessarily have to be what the woman 
herself wants. 

If a guardian is appointed, the 
woman, now called the ward, is consid- 
ered legally incapable of making 
decisions regarding her person and her 
property. A guardian can decide where 
the ward lives, who can visit her, and 
how her money is spent. 

There are legal limitations to a 
guardian’s power. A guardian cannot 
admit the ward to a mental health 
facility without a hearing and specific 
permission of the Court. M.G.L. c.201 
§6. The ward has the same right to 
representation as she does inacommit- 
ment hearing. M.G.L.c.201 §6. If the 
ward objects, her guardian cannot au- 
thorize medication, surgery, or other 
medical treatment without the Court’s 
specific permission. M.G.L. c.201 §6. 


Conservatorship 

A conservatorship is similar to a 
guardianship, but a conservator has 
authority as to the ward’s property and 
notas to her person. The legal standard 
for granting a Petition for Conservator- 
ship is that the woman by reason of 


ey pick on people who are vulne- 
rable, or who the FBI feels are vulne- 
rable. That includes people who are 
dependent on the legal system, or les- 
bians and gays who are in the closet -- 


anyone they feel they can intimidate.” 
Ann also feels that the FBI uses other 


tactics for intimidating people to get 
their information. “They do things that 
aren't honest or ethical or fair. They 
also used ‘guilt by association’. People 
feel that if the FBI is looking for some- 
one, that person must have something 
to hide. 

Ann also feels that not only has 
Reagan relaxed a lot of the regulations 
that govern the FBI, but the Bureau also 
uses its power with implicit political 
purposes. “They want to keep track of 
radicals, even though there is no reason 
to suspect that specific radical organi- 
zations have done anything criminal. 
This political investigating is not the 


Government's scope, and it’s danger- ~ 


ous, given the abuses of power over the 
last 20 years.” 

“People have been railroaded be- 
cause they didn’t know their rights,” 
she says. But on the other hand she 
feels that in the past Northampton has 
been a “tough nut to crack.” “Theyre 
having little success at creating distrust 
because we're working faster than they 
are.” She credits the efforts of GALA 
and other progressive groups to get the 
word out and inform people of their 
rights for the swift closing of mounths 
in the area. 


“mental weakness” be incapable of car- 
ing for her property. M.G.L. c.201 §16. 


A hearing must be held and, as above, a 
guardian ad litem may be appointed to 
represent the ward’s best interest. 
M.G.L. c. 201 §34. 
Highlights of the Differences in These 
Procedures : 

It is important to remember that 
these three legal procedures are very 
different. A finding of mental illness is 
required both for commitment and for 
guardianship, but not for a conserva- 
torship. Clearly though, a woman un- 
dera conservatorship has comparative- 
ly more control over her own life. 

Also, a woman who is committed 
does not necessarily need a guardian. 
She may be commitable because of a 
substantial risk of suicide. However, 
she may be entirely capable of rational 
decision-making regarding her life in 
the hospital. 

Similarly, a woman under guardian- 
ship may not be commitable. There 
may be a less restrictive alternative 
placement available for her. 

Procedurally, a woman who faces 
long-term involuntary institutionaliza- 
tion is entitled to legal representation 
even if she is indigent. A woman who is 
the subject of a guardianship or conser- 
vatorship petition may not necessarily 
get a lawyer. There is provision for 
legal representation for a proposed 
ward,M.G.L. c.201 §22, but no provi- 
sion for appointment of an attorney if 
the proposed ward cannot afford to 
hire one. 

Where To Go For Help 

Women who have been labelled 
mentally ill and who are possibly sub- 
ject to the above procedures should be 
aware of the Mental Patients’ Advocacy 
Project, located on the grounds of 
Northampton State Hospital. The Pro- 
ject is not part of the Hospital but can be 
reached by calling the hospital at 584- 
1644 and asking for Extension 265.0 


by Amy Hasbrouck 


ore dangerous than the 
threat that the Government may con- 
vene a Grand Jury. Originally , during 
pre-revolutionary America, Grand Ju- 
ries were a protective device for de- 


fendants, often keeping the English 
government trom prosecuting dissi- 


dent colonists. No one may be tried for 
a serious crime without a Grand Jury 
indictment. 

Yet now the Grand Jury is used as a 
tool for Government persecution, inti- 
midation and repression of dissidents 
and radicals. The Grand Jury can get 
information that the FBI cannot, and 
can put someone in jail for not pro- 
viding answers. 

If a Grand Jury did convene, what 
would that mean to the radical and gay 
communities or to anyone - in the 
Pioneer Valley? You can be called to 
testify before a Grand Jury, even if your 
name is just mentioned in passing. If 
called - subpoenaed - there is no choice 
but to go or be arrested. (It is wise to 
consult a lawyer if you are subpoen- 
aed.) Once a government employee 
hands you the subpoena, you may not 
cross state lines or a warrant can be 
issued for your arrest. Unless you and 
yer lawyer challenge the subpoena 
yc must appear or again be subject to 
arrest. The subpoena may be served at 
any time before you are to appear even 
the same day and you may be required 
to appear in another city. 

As a witness you are not entitled to 
know the nature of the investigation, 
even if you are the subject thereof. You 


see FBI, page 18 


eae ee er PS 


FBI 
continued from previous page 
are not allowed to have your attorney 
present with you in the jury room. You 
are entitled to consult your lawyer after 
any and all questions, but this might 
elicit harassment from the prosecutor. 


There are no guidelines as to what a 
prosecutor may or may not ask, no 


judge or defense attorney to object on 
the grounds that a question is irrele- 
vant or inappropriate, and s/he may 
ask personal questions. Prying into 
your personal and political life is an 
effective way to fluster and intimidate a 
witness into talking. 

The decision to not answer a prose- 
cutor’s questions is a difficult one, un- 
less you have a good defense and a lot 
of Juck, because it could land you in jail 
for the duration of the Grand Jury. 

Though the Fifth Amendment has 
traditionally been an effective defense 
in criminal trials, Grand Juries 
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power to grant immunity from prose- 


cution to witnesses. The rationale is 
that if you are not in danger, you 
should be required to answer. How- 
ever, anyone you mention can be 
supoenaed and prosecuted, and if any- 
one mentions your name, you can then 
be prosecuted based on their testi- 
mony. If all your appeals fail and you 
still refuse to answer, you can be found 
in contempt and go to jail. After the 
Grand Jury’s term expires (usually 18 
months), the Government may choose 
to re-convene it, and if you refuse to 
speak again, you may go back to jail. 
Resistance, however, can be effect 
ive especially on a community-wide 
scale. Unity of purpose and action, 
trust, information-sharing and mutual 
support can make a community a very 
“tough nut to crack’ and show the 
Government that we will not be intimi- 
dated into betraying our beliefs or each 
other. 


| GROUPO RAIZ 
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by Kippy Phelps 


“Some people say America referring 
to the States, but we’re part of America 
too,” said a member of Grupo Raiz in an 
effort to expand the support and soli- 
darity for Latin American people when 
he spoke at the FAC Concert Hall at U. 
Mass. on Oct. 25th. In the program for 
the concert, Wallflower, a women’s 
dance and theatre collective, and Grupo 
Raiz, a musical group formed in Berke- 


_ ley, explained that they, “began work- 


ing together in support of the El Salva- 
dorean and Chilean people struggling 
for freedom.” Since that time they have 


toured the United States, Europe, and 
Nicaragua at the invitation of the Revo- 
lutionary Government. All of this has 
been done in the spirit of international 
solidarity focusing on the resistance 
movements in these Latin American 
countries. They want to create a culture 
that honestly reflects the situation and 
times we confront today and to provide 
a vision of the future. 

“Raiz presents music of the Andes 
with their own creative styles, not only 
preserving structures and traditional 
rhythms, but also contributing new 
arrangements and instrumentations. 
Raiz also 
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combining the experiences of the 
members and their knowledge of dif- 
ferent regions. The Wallflower Order was 
formed in 1975 to express political 
perspectives from the feminist move- 
ment of the early 70’s.” Wallflower ex- 
presses political and social issues 
through a form of dance that is aesthe- 
tically embroidered with theatre, mu- 
sic, sign language, martial arts, and a 
poignant sense of humor. 

Pieces included in the program in- 
cluded: a song for an oppressed Indian 
people in the south of Chile; a piece 
entitled Trail of Tears with the words 
taken from the speeches of Native Am- 
erican chiefs; a piece for Russian Jews 
who have immigrated to the U.S; a 
piece for Marcus Garvey, founder of 
the Universal Negro Improvement As- 
sociation; and a piece formed out of 
Pablo Neruda’s poem, El Pueblo. Wall- 
flower also did a sarcastic piece on the 
‘female condition’ in America, depict- 
ing the simultaneous progression of 
five women through their relationships 
with men. Some of the ironies of the 
piece included a young woman saying 
to two others, “Oh, my God, you're 
queer. Stop dancing together, you'll 
hurt the boys’ feelings,” and another 
saying, “I'll write a slightly feminist 
love song. It'll never offend anyone.” 

After the show a member of Wall- 
flower told me of their experiences in 
Nicaragua, where they performed in 
schools, out in the mud, for the militia, 
and in rehabilitation centers. She ex- 
plained the importance of Wallflower 
portraying themselves as a women’s 
group working for women’s rights: 
“The women there never think of fight- 
ing for women’s rights; they are con- 
stantly looking around, ready with a 
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gun in one hand and a baby in the 
other.” She explained that women are 
told by their husbands that they can’t 
join women’s organizations; but they 
do anyway and are beaten up by their 


. husbands. Nonetheless, brothels are 


being turned into rehabilitation centers 
where women are learning arts and 
crafts and vocational skills, as well as to 


read and write. 
The same member of Wallflower dis- 


cussed the problems of being accused 
of being radical or leftist. She sees them 
as “immersed in the historical period 
that’s going on right now. The group is 
trying to connect the oppression there 
with here.” “For,” she went on to say, 
“what happens there affects us as wo- 
men and as human beings.” 


SAINTS 


continued from page 9 


found anywhere from women’s writing 
and music to the interest in psychic 
power and witchcraft. 

M-Tell me a bit about your experi- 
ence with Tibetan Buddism. 

E-In the early 70’s, I was part of a 
community (gompa) formed to spon- 
ser two Tibetan Lamas who were in 
refugee camps in India. The gompa tied 
into my own search for the spiritual 
since Tibetan Buddism also emphasiz- 
ed the female goddess Tara, who in one 
version of her divinity is green. 


Elizabeth Petroff, medievalist, translator, 
Latin scholar, author, teaches at UMass/ 
Amherst. Beside her sensitive translation of 
several witches’ trials, Dr. Petroff has writ- 
ten The Consolation of the Blessed (Alfa 
Gaia Society, NY). Currently she is work- 
ing on an anthology of women’s autograph- 
ical visionary writings. D 
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The Working Women’s lLask Force 
of the Everywoman’s Center and the 
Coalition of Labor Union Women pre- 
sents Elaine Sorensen, UMass Profes- 
sor of Economics, speaking on Com- 
parable Worth and Pay Equity. This is 
the third in a three-part series on Strat- 
egie for Survival: Changing the Role of 
Women in the Economy. The lecture is 
Dec. 6 at the Jones Library, Amherst. 7 


m. 
The Task Force is also sponsoring a 
junchtime workshop on the Job Search 
Process. Dec. 8 (12-1). UMass Campus 
Center, Rm 805-809. 


Wicked Womyn’s Theater will hold 
auditions fora lesbian actor to play Ellie 
in Jane Chambers’ A Late Snow. Audi- 
tions will be at Chrysalis, Northamp- 
ton, Dec. 2, 4-6 pm. and Dec. 3, 10-12. 
Scripts are available. Info: 584-4504. 


A Lesbian Convergence will occur in 
Hartford, CT on Sat. Dec. 3. The 
Convergence will include a variety of 
workshops and a dance (with enter- 
tainment by Labrys). Hartford YWCA. 
9-midnight. Wheelchair accessible; in- 
terpreted for the hearing impaired. 
Info:contact Convergence, 135 Broad 
St., Hartford, CT 06105. 


Women’s Work, a work support 
consultant service for women, invites 
the Pioneer Valley community to re- 
quest its first, free introductory news- 
letter by sending a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to: Women’s Work, 
Office 16, 15 N. Pleasant St., Amherst, 
MA 01002. 


The Elizabeth Blackwell Health 
Center for Women has opened the first 
out-of-hospital birth center in Phila- 
delphia. Their goal is to provide a 
maternity service that reflects a respect 
for the right ofa childbearing woman to 
control her own body; to be informed 


of all of her options and to make © 
decisions about her choices; and to | 


recieve quality health care, without 
unnecessary medical intervention. 
Info: write: 1124 Walnut St., Philadel- 
phia, PA 19102 or call (215) 563-7577. 


Anger—}Understanding—}Action: 
A Celebration of Women Tuning Fear 
and Oppression to Collective Strength. 
That is the focus of a women’s partici- 
patory event Sun. Dec. 11 at 6:30 pm. 
Women will voice their fear and anger 
about current issues, both personal and 
worldwide, and then celebrate the 
strength that comes from sharing. We 
believe that personal and political op- 
pressions are linked. If we move 
through our despair, we can be power- 
ful. Red Barn, Rt. 116. S. Amherst. 
Sponsored by the Women’s Pentagon 
Action/Hampshire County Seneca 
Organizers. The event is free and open 
to all women. Info: call Meg, 367-2649. 


Imposters, Fakes, Frauds, a work- 
shop for women who doubt their com 
petence will be offered Dec. 10, 9-4:40, 
in Amherst. Emphasis on unlearning 
self-limiting patterns and philosophies 
in order to expand occupational effect- 
iveness, self-esteem, and options. Fee 
includes materials. Registeration: 586- 
5122 or 549-5104. 


Donations of Crafts and Merchan- 
dise are wanted for the 6th Annual 
Crafts Sale for Human Rights. This 
year’s theme is “Stop the U.S. War 
Machine”. The sale will be held in NYC 
Dec 10-11 and Dec. 17-18. Contact John 
Brown Anti Klan Committee, Box 742, 
Amherst, MA 01002 or call 584-4569. 


The Displaced Homemakers Pro- 
gram of Hampshire Co. serves Women 
over 30 who have worked in the home 
for a number of years and now need to 
enter the labor market. Services in- 
clude individual. job counseling ses- 

sions and workshops in topics such as 
confidence building; interest and skills 
assessment, resume writing, interview- 
ing, and job search techniques. Re- 
source and referral services also pro- 
vided. For registration and info: call 
Lyndell Rowe, 584-9111 weekdays. 


A Lesbian Crafts Fair will be held 
Dec. 10, from 12-6 pm. at the Red Barn, 
Hampshire College. A donation of 25¢ 
will be requested at the doorThe fair is 
sponsored by the Hampshire College 


‘Lesbian Alliance. Info: Patty Shure,” 


584-5291, 


News from the New Alexandria Les- 
bian Library! In September, Commun- 
ity Lesbians made a successful move: 
they brought their Lesbian archives 
into Northampton. The Library now 
has more than three times the space it 
had in Leeds—big first floor rooms 
with lots of floor space in a house in 
town. Since September, Library work- 
ers have been settling in the collection, 
and we have made the inside Library 
space wheelchair accessible. We re- 


* made the shelf units to make materials 


more reachable. We met with STAV- 
ROS FOUNDATION about making the 
bathroom and Library entrance wheel- 
chair accessible. We drew a rough de- 
sign and used money from our fund- 
raiser “Dyke Dance”to buy lumber for 
the outside ramp. Thanks to Susan, 
Annie B., Liz Seaborn, and others for 
their work. 

NOW WE NEED YOUR HELP. 

We are planning some Lesbian cul- 
tural events at the Library house...two 
very exciting slide shows and a party, 
tostart. Kaymarian has contributed her 
art work and papers, and we are work- 
ing on displaying them. And we want 
to set up Library hours soon. But we've 
decided we need help doing all this for 
the Lesbian public—and that means all 
of us. So before we do anything else, the 
outside ramp has first priority.Please 
help us. We need Lesbian carpenters 
with time and tools (circular saw, es- 
pecially) to help build the ramp. We 
need carpenters immediately because 
NALL is eager to reopen her doors as 
an accessible space. That can’t happen 
without your help. We also need new 
library core members. Call us today 
and volunteer your support: 584-7616. 
You will become one of the many 
proud dykes who have built their” Li- 
brary piece by piece since 1974. 

In the meantime, NALL is open to 
Lesbians by appointment. Call if you 
want to come see. Call if you want to 
come help. But call. Do it for all us 
Lesbians today. Bet Birdfish. 


_ Women’s Studies Program Library is 
now open to all students and commun- 
ity people. 208 Bartlett Hall, UMass. 


Womanshelter/Companeras Film 
Series: “Women: Lives of Struggle and 
Hope” continues on Dec. 6 with “La 
Operacion”. Holyoke Girls Club, 52 
Bond St. 7 pm. 

- Womanshelter will hold its 3rd 
Birthday Celebration on Dec. 7 at the 
Golden Lemon, 260 Apple St, Holyoke. 


S.T.O.P.(STUDENTS and 
TEACHERS ORGANIZED TO PRE- 
VENT NUCLEAR WAR) will show the 
film “GANDHI”, Dec. 9,10, 7:30 pm at 
Camp Hall-Mt.Hermon. (nr Mt.Hermon 
P.O.,MA). For further information 


Phone (413) 498-5311 Ext 264) 


“The History of Women in Music’, a 
lecture/workshop sponsored by the 
Smith College Women’s Resource 
Center, will be heldby Judy Gorman- 
Jacobs Dec. 8 at 7:30 pm. Nielsor. 
Browsing Rm, Smith College. Free. 
Wheelchair accessible. 


Peace Pilgrimage—1984. If you are 
over 65, able, with finances, and wish to 
do something toward stopping Nuclear 
War, like doing a Peace Flight around 
the USA wherever Eastern flies with 
stopovers to meet and speak with 
women, Contact: PEACE FLIGHT, 
Phyllis Rodin, C/o VWY, P.O. Box 392, 
Northampton, MA 01061. 


Holiday Gift Ideas from the Every- 
woman's Center! The EWC invites you 
to shop with us for relevant but inex- 
pensive gifts for women in your life— 
including yourself. Besides publica- 
tions on health and relationships there 
is Trillium, a directory of local services 
by and for women, there are calendars, 
factsheets, posters, shriek alarms, rape 
whistles, bumperstickers, buttons and 
more. Wilder Hall, UMass. Open. M T 
TH F 9-4 and W 12-7. 545-0883. 


Seneca Slide Show/Discussion. A 
slide show on the. Women’s Peace En- 
campment for a Future of Peace and 
Justice. will be followed by discussion 
of feminist direct action and women’s 
participation in the Peace Movement. 
Sun. Dec. 11, 7 pm. Franklin/Patterson 
Hall, Hampshire College, Amherst. 
Info: Felice Yeskel, 546-4535. 


Ruth Hawkins, just back with slides, 
tapes and film from a Nicaraguan sur- 
vey, as part of an 11-person team spon- 
sored by American Friends Service 
Committee, is ready to share her exper- 
iences with groups in talks and discuss- 
ions, replete with film, slides and tapes, 
on what she observed first-hand. For 
further information,phone 586-2788. 
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%& Reproductive Rights Task Force meeting, 394 St. 
James St., Spfld, 7:30 pm. Call 788-9742 for 
directions. 

%& Vanessa Ploumis, Iron Horse. Info:584-O6I0, 

%& Progressive Film Series;"1984", UMass Campus 
Center, Rm 904, 8 pm. 


%& WOMEN OF THE CALABASH, presented by 
Crescendo Productions, 8 pm, Sage Hall, Smith 
College. ASL interpreted. 

* Auditions for Jane Chamber's “A Late Snow”, 4- 
6 pm (see announcements). 

%& Third World Theater: “American Born Chinese” 
film, 8 pm, Bowker Aud., UMass. Info: 545-0190. 


% “THE GOOD WOMAN OF SETZUAN" by Brecht, 
directed by Deborah Lubar, Smith College Theater 
Department. Theater 14, Smith College, 8 pm. 
Tickets at Theater Dept. Box Office weekdays, 
12:30-4:30 pm. General admission $4, senior citi- 
zens $2. Reservations: 584-3023. 


% 1983 Conn. Lesbian Convergence, Hartford 
YWCA (see announcements) 
%* People's Gay Alliance dance, 9-2 am, 10th floor 


‘Campus Center. 


%* Auditions for “A Late Snow”, (see announce- 
ments). 


¥* “The Good Woman of Setzuan”. See Dec. 2. 


% Film: “Born in Flames”, Lesbian Alliance Film, 8 


pm, Main Lecture Hall, Hampshire College 


%& Speak Out - Against Violence Against Women, 7- 
10 pm, Skinner Hall, UMass. 


%* Discussion: On the Home Front: Domesticity and 
Economic Solvency, 12:30 pm, Campus Center, Rm 
162 


%& Patty Preiss, pianist, Iron Horse. Info: 584-0610. 


%*& "On the Home Front: Domesticity & Economic 
Solvency”, Discussion, with Wilesse Comissiong. 
Free. UMass Campus Center. 12:30 pm. : 


¥* Discussion: “The Many Faces of Racism”, UMass 
Info: 545-0341. 

%& Lecture Series: “Comparable Worth and Pay 
Equity”, Jones Library, Amherst. 7-9 pm. (see 
Announcements). 

% Laura Burns, political/folk music, Iron Horse, 
Center St., N’ton. 

* Valley Women’s Voice Collective meeting at 
7:30 pm, Everywoman’s Center, UMass. 

* Womanshelter/Companeras film, “Operacion", 
7:00 pm, Holyoke Girl's Club, 52 Bond St. (see 
announcements) 


* Womanshelter/Companeras Third Birthday Cele- 
bration. 7:00 pm, The Golden Lemon, Holyoke (see 
announcements) 


%& Film, “La Operacion” and discussion on Ssteriliza- 
tion abuse, 12 pm, Campus Center 903, UMass. 
%& Film: “Nota Love Story”, 7 pm, UMass, info: 545- 
0341. 

%& Workshop: Job Search Process, 12-1 pm, Cam- 
pus Center (see announcements). 

& “The History of Women in Music”, 7:30 pm, 
Smith College (see announcements). 


’ 


%& “The Good Woman of Setzuan”. DOLLAR NIGHT 
See Dec. 2. 


*& Claire Arenius Jazz Trio, Iron Horse, N’ton. 


* “The Good Woman of Setzuan”. See Dec. 2. 


%*& Workshop: Imposters, Fakes, Frauds, 9 am-4:30 
pm, Amherst (see announcements) 
%& Lesbian Crafts Fair, 12-6 pm, Red Barn, Hamp- 
shire College (see announcements). 


%* "The Good Woman of Setzuan”. See Dec. 2. 


%*& Lui Collins, folk music, Iron Horse, N’ton. 

%& Anger—> Understanding—><Action: A Celebra- 
tion of Women Turning Fear and Oppression to 
Collective Strength, 6:30 pm; Red Barn, Hampshire 
College (see announcements). 

% Seneca slide show and discussion, 7 pm, 
Franklin-Patterson Hall, Hampshire College. Info: 
546-4535 


*& Betty Freidan, speaking at the Student Union 
Ballroom, UMass, 8 pm. 


%& VWV PRODUCTION WORKSHOP. Typesetting, 
layout, paste-up. UMass Student Union, SGA 
Communications Rm. 7-10 pm. Stop by. Info: 545- 
0883. 


% Discussion: Women and the Law, 12:30 pm, 
Campus Center, Rm. 162. 


%& VWV PRODUCTION WORKSHOP. See Dec. 13. 


* Workshop for Displaced Homemakers: “SURVI- 
VING THE HOLIDAYS AND PLANNING AHEAD: An 
Introduction to Stress Management and Goal Set- 
ting.” 10 am-12 noon. People’s Institute, 38 Gothic 
St.,N’ton. FREE. All homemakers welcome. Regis- 
tration: 584-9111 weekdays. 


%* DEUCE, Jazz. Iron Horse, N'ton. SEE DISPLAY 


AD, THIS PAGE. 


%* Sue Kurian, flutist, Iron Horse, N’ton. Info: 584- 
0610 


%& Catherine D'Amato, “Songs of Women’s Experi- 
ence”, Iron Horse, N’ton. 


* 


* 
* 
+ JANUARY,” 


%& COPY DEADLINE FOR FEB ISSSUE OF THE VWV. 


% Lecture series: Janet Gallagher, “Alone of Her 
Sex: The Myth and Cult of the Virgin Mary”, 
Hampshire College, 8 pm. 


* Lecture: Barbara Katz Rothman, author of In 
Labor: Women and Power in the Birthplace, Hamp- 
shire College, 8 pm. 


%*& VWV PRODUCTION BEGINS for Feb. 
issue. See Jan. 1. Production ends Sun Jan. 
22. Help, skilled or unskilled, always wel- 
come, always needed, so stop by, get involv- 
ed. Weekdays after 5 pm, weekends see 
Posted time schedule or call 454-0883. 


y Reservations 413/584-0610. 


%& VWV AD DEADLINE. Info: 545-0883.WE AP- 


PRECIATE YOUR ADVERTISING! 


%* Lecture: Janet Gallagher: Return of the Homun- 
cubus: The “Fetal Rights’ Position, Hampshire 
College, 8 pm. 


CLASSIFIEDS: 
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%*& VWV Production. LAST DAY. WE NEED YOU 
MORE THAN EVER. Stop by if you haven't yet. Get 
involved. UMass Student Union, SGA Communica- 
tions Rm. No experience necessary. 


tw LESBIAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE, Milwaukee, 
WI. Sponsored by NOW. Conference runs through 
Sunday, Jan. 24. Info: 568-5620. 
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| NOT FOR PUBLICATION: Name: 


Metropolitan Community Church of 


Springfield (PO Box 15576, Spring- 
field, MA 01105) meets every Sunday 
at the Unitarian Universalist Church, 
245 Porter Lake Drive, Springfield. 
Bible study at 5:30, worship service at 
7:00. Worship coordinator: Rev. Jamie 
McAlister. For more information call 
532-5211, preferably weekdays 6-10 
pm. (Interdenominational) 


Lucille Needs A New Home. She’s a 68 
Dodge van, slant 6, long bed, converted 
camper, California _ style. Rebuilt 
once—lots of new parts—solid. $800 


obo. 549-7532 or 545-2257, ask for 
Becky. 


Gay & Lesbian Support Services of 
Springfield (GLSSS) needs volunteers 
for new support-referral switchboard 
opening mid January, Training sched- 
uled for Jan. 1—15, ‘84. Call Answering 
Service at 733-1470 to leave name 
number; or write GLSSS, Po. Box 


327], Springfield, MA 01101. Confi- 
dentiality assured, 
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HEADING: women’s services, publications, classes/ workshops, childcare, events, music, 
for rent, for sale, help wanted, travel, roommates, tradeswomen, business services, other__. 


“# of words ___ X¢/Word _X months to run $ 
Payment must accompany ads. Check payable to VWV Box 392, Northampton, MA 01060 


Address: Phone: 


Rosemary Christoph, LF Therapist 
with 15 years experience, has counsel-- 
ing spaces available on Sat. for individ- 
uals or couples in conflict, to resolve 
such issues as depression, anger, 
choice, loss, need for spiritual direc- 
tion. Call 367-2658 for appt. 


“Furious Love’, A Workshop for 
men & women on how to deal Ppositive- 
ly, creatively with anger and/or de- 
Pression, will be offered by Nomaste 
on Saturday, Dec. 3rd from 10 am - 8 
pm. For information or registration call 
Rosemary Christoph, 367-2658, 


$90 per week salary plus free apart- 
ment (third floor of farmhouse over- 
looking 24 acres of wimmin’s land) in 
exchange for part-time care and driy- 
ing for two disabled Lesbians. Must be 
able to lift, a light Sleeper, and a 
licenced driver. Preferably a non- 
smoker, Knowledge of American Sign 
Language helpful. Call or write Connie 
Panzarino/Rebecca Clare, RD 1, Box 
372, Forestburgh, NY 12777; (914) 794- 
6121, (914) 794-4848 


